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THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SESSIONAL ORDERS
Standing Orders Committee: Report

HON. 0. J. WORDSWORTH (South) (2.34
p.m.]: I have the honor to present a report of
the Standing Orders Committee relating to
sessional orders proposed to be adopted in re-
spect of time limits on speeches, meeting times
of the House, and the precedence of the Ad-
dress in Reply debate.

I move-
That the report do lie upon the Table.

Question put and passed.
(See paper No. 187.)

STOCK: MIDLAND SALEVARDS
Select Committee: Motion

HON. NEIL OLIVER (West) [2.35 p.m.]: I
move-

I . That a select committee be appointed
to inquire into and report on the sale
and closure of the Midland Saleyards;
particularly:
(1) The likely effects of the closure on

the Midland Regional Centre and,
generally, the Western Australian
rural community;

(2) The extent of consultation with
business and rural organisations
as to the effect on their members
who derive income from, or
utilise the services of 'the
Saleyards;

(3) Whether tenders were called to
enable parties to express interest
as purchasers and the adequacy
and propriety of using the West-
ern Australian Development Cor-
poration as an agent for the sale
of the land in preference to other
realtors;

(4) The adequacy of the price
obtained for the site;

(5) The reasons for including the ad-
joining abattoirs; and whether or
not the sale of the abattoir is sev-
erable from that of the Saleyards;

(6) The effects of the closure on em-
ployment, together with such
other matters including the in-
volvement and dealings of the
Government and any instrumen-
tality of the Government.

2. That the committee so appointed have
power to send for persons, papers and
records and the proceedings of the
committee during the hearing of evi-
dence be open to accredited represen-
tatives of the news media.

3. That the committee so appointed have
power to bring up interim reports and
report finally not later than Thursday,
July 24 1986.

I hope I have the support of all the members in
this House to this motion. To date there has
been a tremendous amount of controversy sur-
rounding the sale of the Midland saleyards. I
consider that a motion of this nature which
calls for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee should have the support of the House
and that it will not be necessary for me to speak
at length to the motion. No doubt the Leader of
the House will not wish to adjourn the debate
on the motion and, instead, will want to pro-
ceed with it today and to appoint a Select Com-
mittee.

I do not know the feeling of the Labor
Government about this matter, but it is poss-
ible that the best way in which it should be
handled is in the way I have suggested.

It has been two days since I placed the mo-
tion on the Notice Paper and I took this action
to give members the opportunity to examine it
and carry out the necessary research. We
should proceed forthwith with this debate and
reach a conclusion today.

My motion is for a Select Committee to be
appointed and that it be given the power to
bring down interim reports and to submit its
final report not later than Thursday, 24 July. It
is only 19 June today and I am sure that the
time allowed will be sufficient to undertake the
necessary inquiry.

I hope I have the Government's support and
I trust that the Leader of the Government in
this House is making note of my comments. I
hope also that he is in full support of my pro-
posal that this matter be debated today and
that the debate be not adjourned.

The reason for my preamble is that having
listened to the maiden speeches of some of the
new members in this House, I am aware that
they are anxious to see the Legislative Council

515



516 [COUNCIL]

operate in the realm of a House of Review and
that is how it should operate.

It would be unfortunate if the debate on this
motion is adjourned today for political reasons
and allowed to lie on the Notice Paper, as has
occurred to many motions which have been
presented to this House.

Many accusations have been made about the
Midland salcyards and I know that some of
them are hearsay. However, for the benefit of
new members I wish to draw their attention to
the booklet "Acts and other information relat-
ing to Parliament". In particular, I refer to the
Criminal Code and to section 55, which reads
as follows-

55. Any person who advisedly, by force
or fraud, interferes or attempts to interfere
with the free exercise by either House of
Parliament of their authority, or with the
free exercise by any member of either
House of his duties or authority as such
member or as a member of a committee of
either House, or of a joint committee of
both Houses, is guilty of a misdemeanour,
and is liable to imprisonment for three
years,

Again for the benefit of new members I refer to
section 58 which reads-

58. Any person who--
(1) threatens to do any injury, or cause

any detriment of any kind to another
with intent to prevent or hinder that
other person from giving evidence be-
fore either House of Parliament, or be-
fore a Committee of either House, or
before a joint Committee of both
Houses; or

(2) threatens, or in any way punishes,
damnifies, or injures, or attempts to
punish damnify, or injure any other
person for having given such evi-
dence, or on account of the evidence
which he has given, unless such evi-
dence was given in bad faith:,

is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is liable,
on conviction, to imprisonment with hard
labour for two years.

Hon. D. W. Wenn: Did you say that this has
happened or that it will happen?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: It has not happened
yet but 1 am drawing the attention of the House
to that situation to explain the protection that
is enshrined in our legislation, so that members
are able to speak freely in this House without
fear or favour.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I remind members
that audible conversations are out of order in
the Chamber and I suggest that they cease.

Hon, NEIL OLIVER: If the Government in-
tends to adjourn this debate and allow the mo-
tion to sit at the bottom of the Notice Paper for
the remainder of the session, that will be a clear
indication that it does not want the people to
know the truth and that there is something to
hide. By delaying the appointment of a Select
Committee it could hope that people will forget
about the sale of the Midland saleyards and it
will become a non-issue. Unfortunately, the
Press will not see it in that light.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I do not think you should
presume too much.

The PRESIDENT: I will be interested to
listen to the only person supposed to be speak-
ing at this time.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The reason I bring this
to the attention of the House is that the Mid-
land and Districts Chamber of Commerce
wrote to me on 30 May. That chamber is situ-
ated in pant of my electorate and many of its
members live ini my electorate. The letter read
as follows-

Dear Sir,
Please find enclosed, copies of motions

passed at a Meeting called by the Midland
and Districts Chamber of Commerce and
open to the public on Wednesday, 28th
May, 1986 at 7.30 am at the Midland Re-
ception Centre, Spring Park Road, Mid-
land.

Because of the seriousness of the subject
matter, we ask you to consider the motions
that were passed and advise us in writing
of your comments. We would also appreci-
ate you taking this opportunity to do
everything in Your power to retain the very
valuable asset of the Midland Saleyards
within the immediate area of Midland.

It has already been established by the
Midland and Districts Chamber of Com-
merce that the Saleyarcls account for more
than 200 jobs and the viability of many
small and large businesses in the area. The
loss of the Saleyards would have a cata-
strophic effect on the community.

That morning a series of motions was passed.
The first was-

that the meeting request the Shire of
Swan to register objections with the State
Government on the sale of the salcyards
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and request that it reconsider disposal of
that pant of the property.

The second was-

that the shire council and State Planning
Commission be asked to extend the period
for public submission to 90 days to allow
studies to be made,

Finally, it was moved-

This meeting condemn the Government
for the sale of the Midland Saleyards with-
out consultation with all local politicians,
and the business community.

Last week I asked the Leader of the House a
question as to whether papers could be tabled
with regard to the sale. I referred to the Dwyer
report and also to the contract of sale. I was
given an assurance by the Leader of the House
in reply to a question on notice that the Dwyer
report would not be tabled in the House but
that it was available for reference purposes at
the State Government information Centre and
that the contract of sale would be tabled in this
House. The Dwyer report has become available
as a public document but the contract of sale
has not been tabled, despite the fact that the
Leader of the House and the Minister gave an
assurance to the House in reply to a question
on notice. That is disrespectful to the President
and to the Legislative Council.

For members' information I advise that the
papers were tabled in another place yesterday
together with a copy of the Dwyer report,
which we had been told was not available.

I demand that the State Government come
clean with the public over the sale of the Mid-
land saleyards and abattoir. Unless it does so
immediately this event will stand as one of the
most dubious deals ever done by a Govern-
ment in Western Australia. My demand for a
Select Committee of inquiry into the deal is,
therefore, justified in the public interest. Does
the Government have a clear conscience? Has
it disclosed all the facts? If so, there is no
reason why this House should not immediately
support the appointment of a Select Committee
of inquiry. There is no reason why the Leader
of the House should not stand and support my
proposal. Any failure by the Government to do
so must be interpreted as a continuation of a
cover-up for the benefit of some person at the
expense of the taxpayers.

For the benefit of members I shall trace the
sequence of events that surround this sale.

Point of Order

Kon. FRED McKENZIE: I refer to Standing
Order No. 15 which states that no business
beyond what is of a formal character shall be
entered upon before the Address-in-Reply has
been adopted. I wonder why we are debating
this motion on the Notice Paper in view of that
Standing Order.

The PRESIDENT: I advise the member that
in t 'he past it has always been ruled in this
Chamber that the moving of a motion for the
establishment of a Select Committee has come
under the provisions of that part of the Stand-
ing Order which states that formal business
which may be entered upon includes the ap-
pointment of Standing Committees. In the past
that part of the section has been interpreted to
include Select Committees. It is on that basis
that we are proceeding.

Debate Resumed

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I shall trace the se-
quence of events leading up to the sale. initially
a rumour was circulated that the Minister for
Agriculture had made a Press statement. On 12
May I telephoned the Minister's office and his
Press secretary cooperated with me and sent
me a copy of the Minister's statement of 2 May
1986 which reads as follows-

The Midland abattoir site, which in-
cludes the meatworks and saleyards, has
been sold subject to lease-back arrange-
ments for the saleyards, Agriculture Minis-
ter Julian Grill announced today.

Mr Grill met industry representatives in
Perth last night to assure them the con-
ditions of sale meant the saleyards would
be leased back at a peppercorn rental for
three years, with an option for a further
three.

"The sale marks the end of an era for the
State's meat industry and follows seven
years of discussions after the abattoirs
were shut in 1979," he said.

The site had been difficult to sell be-
cause the cost of removing the meatworks
was greater than the value of the land.

A further difficulty had been to find a
buyer whose plans for the site were com-
patible with the operations of the
saleyards.

The buyer represented an industry that
could co-exist with the yards.
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Mr Grill said the buyer had asked that
neither his name nor the selling price be
revealed at this stage.

He would initiate discussions between
the buyer and those using the saleyards to
ensure suitable saleyard facilities were
retained.

On 17 May by some means the price for which
the saleyard was sold was revealed. A debate
then arose in The West Australian as to
whether the abattoir had been sold too cheaply,
and many business people were angry about the
matter.

I quote from page 20 of The West Australian
of 17 May 1986 under the heading, "Abattoir
sold too cheaply-business" as follows-

Angry local business people and poli-
ticians have accused the State Government
of selling the Midland abattoir site too
cheaply and acting secretly over the sale.

It goes on to mention some of the people who
were concerned about the matter including a
major chicken producer, Len Brajkovich, and
Mrs Janet Klopper, pan-owner of IClopper's
Transport; and goes on to say that the Manag-
ing Director of Prestige Bricks, Mr Peter Elicit,
could not be contacted. Indeed, none of the
directors of the company was available for
comment on that day, 17 May.

Obviously a certain amount of secrecy sur-
rounded the sale of the salcyard. Firstly, the
new owner's name was concealed- That is
probably reasonable, bearing in mind the way
in which real estate transactions occur. I under-
stand that, according to the code of conduct, if
the vendor does not ask during negotiations the
name of the proposed buyer, the agent has no
obligation to disclose his name. However ,should the vendor ask who the proposed pur-
chaser is, under the code of conduct the agent
has an obligation to reveal it. Within reason,
that is probably acceptable.

However, I cannot understand the secrecy
surrounding the price paid for the salcyard.
Why should it be shrouded in secrecy? Let us
look at that aspect. The Industrial Lands De-
velopment Authority did not know about the
sale. An inquiry on the part of the Western
Australian Meat Commission prior to the pub-
lic announcement about the sale of the salcyard
brought the reply that it was not for sale and it
would not be leased. The Chairman of the WA
Meat Commission did not know the property
was being sold. He did not know that the West-
ern Australian Development Corporation was

involved and did not appoint the corporation
as its agent in this matter.

I have a transcript of an interview on State
Affair which was televised at 6.30 p.m. on
Monday, 9 June 1986 and in which the Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Mr Grill) admitted that no
tenders were called for.

I refer to the application to the Swan Shire
Council which shows that all Government
authorities had been consulted on this matter
except the WA Meat Commission. Why was
there all this secrecy? Why was it necessary to
be so secretive about the matter?

I quote from The West Australian of 5 June
where an article appears under the heading
"Swift reply to Midland critic" as follows-

FRED Hamilton, WA Meat Comn-
mission chairman: I refer to Peter Rigg's
letter and suggest that Mr Rigg get his facts
straight before shooting from the hip and
accusing the meat commission of
"managerial ineptitude''.

The facts are that since the closure of
Midland abattoir in 1979 the commission
had been disposing of plant and equip-
ment by public tender until April 1985,
when the Government appointed a com-
mittee comprising representatives from the
Industrial Lands Development Authority
and the Industrial Development Depart-
ment to investigate the suitability of the
Midland complex for industrial purposes.

The commission was instructed not to
dispose of any further equipment, pending
the government's decision on the com-
mittee's report.

This situation remained until May, 1986
when the commission was formally ad-
vised that the government had entered into
an agreement to sell the abattoir and
saleyards, no mention being made of the
purchaser or the price.

Not at any time was the meat com-
mission involved in discussions or nego-
tiations, nor was it even aware of the WA
Development Corporation's involvement,
let alone did it appoint that body as agent.

I asked in this House whether the Western
Australian Development Coroporation, was
registered as a real estate agent under the Real
Estate and Business Agents Act. That Act re-
quires that, where a company or corporation
holds itself out to be an agent, it has a responsi-
bility to be registered. There is also a responsi-
bility for one of the directors of the corporate
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body to be a nominee, and that nominee must
be shown in the register of real estate and busi-
ness agents. The Minister answered, "No" to
that question.

I have always been assured by the Leader of
the House and Ministers in this House and the
other place that the WADC complies in every
respect with the requirements of commercial
practice and the Companies Code. In this in-
stance it does not. The WADC is not registered
as a real estate agent, nor is one of its directors
a nominee; therefore, it is in contravention of
the Act.

I will be very interested to hear what the
Leader of the Government has to say about
this. Opposition members have always been
asked to direct questions to the Western Aus-
tralian Development Corporation, and if we
cannot do that without receiving the same
answer, I feel I shall have to swear a
complaint.

I might add that the WADC approached the
Real Estate and Business Agents Board and is
registered with that board as a developer. This
is altogether different from holding oneself out
as being an agent when one is not in fact an
agent. In this instance the WADC has
contravened the undertaking given by the
Premier that it would, in all respects, comply
with commercial practices and with the laws
that are appropriate to a body corporate, in
particular the Companies Code.

I asked a question regarding the sale of the
Midland saleyards as to what consultation had
taken place between the Government and the
Midland and Districts Chamber of Commerce,
or the Pastoralists and Graziers Association or
the Primary Industry Association. Although
that question was asked on Wednesday last
week, it has not appeared and there has been
no reply to it.

I would like to ask: Is this the sort of consul-
tation that this so-called "open Government"-
open Government for the people to hear and
see what is going on, and not merely Govern-
ment which is doing the right thing, but is also
seen to be doing it-has indulged in? The Mid-
land and fKalamunda Echo on 16 June had an
article headed "Farmers want yard to Stay" . It
reads as follows-

Any attempt to move the Midland
Saleyards will be opposed by ihe Primary
Industry Association, and the Pastoralists
and Graziers Association.

At a meeting last Wednesday with the
Midland Chamber of Commerce they
expressed concern that the yards might be
moved from Midland to Northam.

The two Associations agreed to join in a
deputation with the Chamber to meet with
the Minister for Agriculture Mr Julian
Grill on Friday.

I believe probably that is this coming Friday.
The article continues--

They said that any move to take the
saleyards from Midland would have an ef-
fect on farmers, as many of the small
wholesale butchers would not travel as far
as Northam to buy cattle. That would have
the effect of giving farmers lower prices for
their beasts with the lack of competition
amongst bidders.

The President of the Midland Chamber
of Commerce Mr Vince Garrella said that
the Associations strongly supported the
Chamber's stand in doing everything poss-
ible to keep the saleyards in Midland.

He hoped that the Minister would give
some assurances on the long term future of
the saleyards.

This week the Farmers Weekly on 18 June car-
ried an article, which reads as follows-

The State Government has been strongly
criticised by the Primary Industry Associ-
ation for the lack of consultation over the
sale of the Midland salcyards and abattoir.

The Primary Industry Association wants
further clarification of the terms under
which access to the saleyards can be ex-
tended beyond six years.

Members of the PIA meat section will be
meeting with the Minister for Agriculture,
Mr Grill, this week to discuss the issue
further.

The Farmers Weekly of 18 June, carried
another interesting article, which dealt with
sheep numbers in this country. It reads as fol-
lows-

The Australian sheep numbers are thb
highest since 3972.

The Chairman of the Australian Wool
Corporation, Mr David Asimus, told the
International Wool Textile Organisation's
conference in Ostend, Belgium, that sheep
numbers had increased 23 million to 156
million since the end of the Eastern States
drought in 1983.
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The flock tally was likely to reach 159
million next year.

Mr Asimus said the figures heightened
the wool industry's concern at a Major
shift away from cropping to sheep and
wool.

In Western Australia sheep numbers are in the
vicinity of 34 million and a restocking pro-
gramme is in progress. It is anticipated that the
number of sheep in the State will have
increased to 40 million, or more, by 1990. That
is a projected figure but it could be a cumulat-
ive one. It will mean that there will be a greater
requirement for the utilisation of saleyards as
this country moves from cropping to wool.

Hon. J. M. Brown: That projection is not
right.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I would refer the mem-
ber for South-East Province to the Pastoralists
and Graziers Association.

Hon. 3. M. Brown: It is not right either.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Obviously the member
has far better information than that association
and I hope that he will contribute to this debate
and tell the House where he got his information
from.

I now refer to this secrecy of the Govern-
ment, which was monitored by "State Affair"
on 16 June. The announcer of that programme
began by asking the Minister for Agriculture,
Mr Grill, the following quest ion-

Well JTulian Grill, why the secrecy, why
the cheap sale? There is some allegations
in fact that that deal has been done to help,
the Government's special needs, is that the
case?

The Minister for Agriculture replied-

Oh, certainly not the case at all. In fact
there was no secrecy about the sale. There
was a request by the purchaser that we
should not release details of the price for a
month after the sale, because he
emphasised certain commercial aspects of
it.

But there has never been any real secrecy
about it. In fact, the Government
instituted a full report on the site quite
some time ago, and they brought down a
report by GHT Dwyer Pty Ltd, a very
very comprehensive report and that par-
ticular report which has been followed,
quite exclusively by the Government is a
public office document.

I bad to ring the Minister's office in an endeav-
our to get hold of a copy of the Dwyer report.
There were only four copies in existence and
when I asked whether I could buy one I was
told that it would cost $1 60-for a public docu-
ment! I do not want to go around paying $160
for a public document, and I do not know any-
one who does. I asked whether it could be
tabled at the State Government Insurance
Office. Ultimately it arrived there, but it cer-
tainly had not arrived there by 9 June, when
the Minister had declared it to be a public
document. It arrived in the Legislative As-
semnbly yesterday and became a public docu-
ment there for the members, yet when I asked
that it be tabled in this House, it was not. There
is no indication that it will be tabled here and
so I would ask the Leader of the Government
whether there is any intention to cable it. The
Leader of the Government is presently engaged
in conversation, but possibly he may read
Hansard and ultimately tell me whether the
document will in fact be tabled.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: I wouldn't hold Your
breath, if I were you.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I will now discuss the
Dwyer report. I notice that the Leader of the
Government is no longer engaged in a conver-
sation and I would take the opportunity to ask
him whether the document will be tabled in
this place.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I would rule your speech to
be unparliamentary.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: That means, "No, we
keep it a secret here." it is already in the other
place-

Hon. D. K. Dans: It is tabled there and it
costs $140 to buy.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The sequence of events
in these matters was that it is alleged that this
meeting on 28 May was stacked by people from
around the district. The fact is that only 24
hours' notice was given. All the newspapers
were closed, including The West Australian,
and it was impossible to get information to the
members without ringing them.

The Midland and Districts Chamber of
Commerce was not aware that it would be dealt
with under a development order by the Shire of
Swan on that particular night, Wednesday 28
May, so it reluctantly called that meeting, and
ultimately on 3 June published a four-page ad-
vertisement. At that meeting a letter was sent
to the Shire of Swan which said that the
Chamber of Commerce approved in principle
the development of the abattoir saleyard
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complex, but requested that the council stay its
decision for seven days to enable consultations
to take place with the chamber and other
businesses in Midland.

That letter was forwarded, but regrettably it
was not tabled and the councillors who voted
on the proposal were not aware of the letter's
existence.

I turn now to the Dw~yer report which I have
had an oppurtunity to examine in the As-
sembly. I did that with great difficulty because
by the time the Press had a brief look at it, and
the member for Helena required it so that he
could substantiate some statements he had
made in his letter, and he held on to it for
about two hours, so I did not get it until rather
later last night-about 11 o'clock.

It was commissioned by the Industrial Lands
Development Authority during 1985 and is a
voluminous document, so I can understand
why it costs $160. The cost to the Government
to produce four copies of it was certainly not
four times $160. 1 thought the Parliamentary
Library might get a copy, and one was offered
to it at a reduced price of $150, but the library
does not have sufficient funds. Talk about sup-
pression of the truth!

Its purpose was to investigate the econormi.c
feasibility of the development of the Midland
Abattoir saleyard complex for industrial and
associated purposes. It was to be carried out
parallel with, and ultimately as a response to, a
demand study commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development. The demand
study was to look at the demand for industrial
land in Midland, the types of industry that
might be attracted to the site, the likely ben-
efits, and the impact on existing industries of
the early closure of the saleyards.

That report did not go ahead. The Dwyer
report went ahead to investigate the economic
feasibility of the Midland Abattoir saleyards.
So we did not get the second document at all,
because a member in another place asked for
all documents relating to this matter to be
tabled, and the demand study has not been
tabled. That study would have looked at how
one would market the property.

Mr President, you know that one does not go
into a proposal on the basis of a feasibility
study without knowing how one intends to
market the product; nor does one suggest that
something should be closed unless there is an
alternative. There has been some talk of new
technology coming. No-one in a commercial
enterprise would undertake a contract of sale

without having in place-or being 100 per cent
certain of having in place-an alternative
method before selling the property.

In theory the demand study would have
produced a profile of likely users and their
needs, and the Dwyer study would have
complemented that with the feasibility of the
site to meet those needs. Thus armed, the
Government would have been well prepared to
invite tenders from potential purchasers and
developers of the site. In practice, for a variety
of reasons which do not reflect on the com-
petence of Dwyer, this did not happen. I would
like to know why. The consultants associated
with Dwyer were Feilman Planning Consult-
ants, Kevin Palassas, architect, Baillieu Justin
Seward, and Taylforth and Associates, who
were the demolition people who looked at the
site.

The whole of the Dwyer report centred on
the likelihood of subdividing the property into
small and large industrial sites and
incorporating the four hectares of Army Ordi-
nance land on Military Road which will be sold
when the military presence in Midland moves
to Kalamunda Road, Guildford. The report in-
cludes all the various options and final valu-
ation by Justin Seward which puts the value of
the property in the vicinity of $915 000 at that
time.

For the benefit of members I will outline how
the valuer would approach this and the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development would exam-
ine it. I do not need to outline the basis of the
property, but the land comprises 29 hectares
zoned for industrial purposes. It is close to all
main services and amenities, civil and other
facilities, moad and rail transport systems, and
with a good local labour force. The main im-
pediment to the site is the type and age and
obsolescence of many improvements together
with the associated ground works.

It can be argued that since the abattoir was
not a profitable operation it did not pay rates
or company tax, and therefore it has a pro-
jected surplus of $230 000 on its operation. It
is not costing the Government anything; it ac-
tually has a surplus, but the shire does not col-
lect rates and the Federal Government does not
have the benefit of company tax on the
$230 000 surplus.

This document I have goes on to say that
since the abattoir was not a profitable oper-
ation the value of the improvements is either
their forced sale or scrap value. Nevertheless
this argument is not wholly sustainable as
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clearly the type and construction of some of the
buildings is appropriate to some other use and
therefore they should be evaluated on those
terms.

I am referring to a document which was pre-
pared by a valuer but which I feel should have
been prepared by the Industrial Development
Department. The department should certainly
have approached this subject in the way
outlined by the valuer, he said-

Clearly, since various assets will have
differing values for different purposes it is
difficult to make an overall general assess-
ment. Nevertheless, such an assessment
should have been made by testing the mar-
ket through a public tender or other appro-
priate public method of disposal. This
would have allowed potential purchasers
every opportunity to investigate the appro-
priateness of the improvements for their
potential operations and to reflect these
factors in their overall submission and
potential purchase price.

Further on he stated-
Clearly, any proper disposal of the over-

all land and buildings should allow for the
potential of alternative uses to be fully
explored and returns maximised.

Based on the various comments above,
we consider that notwithstanding the un-
doubted efforts of both the Shire of Swan
and I.L.D.A. to dispose of the property for

* a variety of purposes over several years,
the market has not been properly tested in
a controlled situation. In our opinion, a
proper test of the market would be to allow
an advertised public tender to be made
with a reasonable time being allowed for
all potential users to fully investigate the
improvements and assets available-given
their unusual type and size or,
alternatively, to negotiate a sale by private
treaty in the open market.

Further on he stated-
It is our considered opinion that a sale to

a purchaser who could utilise the special
characteristics of the property could be in
the order of $3m-14m, given an appro-
priate time scale to fully test the market.

There has been no proper testing of the market.
The Midland saleyard has been sold secretly to
an undisclosed buyer in a manner in which no
public property in Western Australia should
have been disposed of. I am sure there is not a
member of this House who would disagree with
me. In the interest of the public, public prop-

erty should be disposed of either by tender or
by auction. Adequate publicity about the sale
of the saleyards should have been given to en-
able prospective purchasers to undertake an
evaluation of the property.

Two years ago the Midland and Districts
Chamber of Commerce conducted a survey
which showed that if the Midland saleyard
closed a total of 200 jobs would be lost. The
proposed brickworks will not be in a position
to create that number of jobs because there is
already a surplus of bricks being manufactured
in Western Australia.

It is interesting to read the Treloar report
which inquired into the meat industry. The fi-
nall report was released in 1984 and on page
275 it states-

Midland abattoir complex and liabilities

95. The Commission should immediately
seek a way to separate the Saleyard
effluent disposal system from the
abattoir site and holding yards, to en-
able their separate sale.

96. The Midland abattoir and holding
yards assets (and associated debt)
should be transferred to a body such
as the Industrial Lands Development
Authority, to arrange their sale in the
most advantageous way possible.

97. The private borrowings associated
with the Midland complex should be
replaced by Government loans and
written off as quickly as possible.

On page 282 of that same report reference is
made to the regional centre and the advantages
of the Midland saleyards to it. It reads-

Are the locationall advantages of Mid-
land Saleyards needed?

Many submissions listed advantages of
the Midland location, including:-

(a) easy access from three major rural
highways;

(b) easy access for buyers. Many small
butchers attend the sales and underpin
the establishment of the market price;
they may not travel to regional
centres;

(c) rural merchandise stores. There are
eight merchandise stores within I km
of Midland Saleyards which service
rural needs, permitting back-loading
by farmers bringing stock to sale;
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(d) an established transport base. Eight
livestock transport companies are
based in Midland;

(e) a sheep handling service has facilities
for drenching, dipping and shearing;

(f) stock agent infrastructure is centred in
Midland;

(g) the Midland location is convenient far
the Eastern Goldfields and Northern
pastoralists, who are less well catered
for by regional yards.

On page 290 the following statement is made-
If replacement yards are to be provided,

who should provide them and at what
cost?

In 1981, the Commission estimated the
cost of replacing Midland Saleyards with
new yards at $9 million.

I understand that today the cost of replacement
of the yards is in the vicinity of $11 million. On
the basis of the likelihood of the salcyards be-
coming available in 1992, it is anyone's guess
what the replacement cost would be. Frankly,
the replacement of the saleyards could be in the
vicinity of between $15 million and $16
million. With the ponding and effluent disposal
that is required and taking into consideration
the environmental factors, it would not be feas-
ible or possible to actually establish saleyards
like those existing.

It is interesting to note that since the publi-
cation of a full-page advertisement about the
saleyards, much correspondence has resulted
between those concerned and the Department
of Agriculture.

[Resolved: That business be continued.]
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: In the interests of the

Midland regional centre and the rural com-
munity of Western Australia, the saleyards
must remain in Midland, particularly in view
of their replacement cost which, in six years,
would be in the vicinity of at least $ 16 million.
The difficulties in complying with environmen-
tal requirements on alternative sites means that
it would be unlikely that another saleyard
would be established in Midland. Mr Gordon
Hill, the member for Helena, gave the assur-
ance that one would be.

On behalf of the people of Western Australia,
I ask: Will this Government participate in a
Select Committee of this House along the lines
of those committees which have been praised
by speaker after speaker in the Address-in-Re-
ply debate? This is the first opportunity for new

members to see whether a committee system
operates in this House.

Hon. Graham Edwards: We certainly do not
operate on a democratic basis.

I-on . NEIL OLIVER: I have heard members
opposite say that they have the numbers, so I
am very interested to know whether they are
interested in having a committee system in this
House. We have been told that there is no
problem. If there is no problem with this
salcyard, there is no problem with a Select
Committee.

Several members inteujected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable mem-
bers will cease their interjections to each other.
I ask that Hon. Neil Oliver direct his comments
to the motion that he has moved.

Hon. D. K. Dans: He left that half an hour
ago.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Will the Government
take part in an inquiry willingly, or will it have
to be put under pressure as was the Wran
Government in New South Wales? If the
Government is not prepared to cooperate in
the establishment of a Select Committee, will it
tell us how a $4 million property was sold for
one-eighth of its market value? Any failure to
answer this question can only be interpreted by
the public of Western Australia as a continu-
ation of a sleazy cover-up which has been a
feature of this secretive exercise which was car-
ried out for the benefit of someone else at the
taxpayers' expense.

I warn the Government that it cannot bury
this problem by moving it to the bottom of the
Notice Paper. The Opposition will not allow
this matter to die or wither on the vine. People
have a right to know everything about deals
undertaken by the Government. Therefore, on
behalf of the people I ask that the Government
lay all the facts on the table. The only way to do
this is by establishing a Select Committee.

We need to know why the people were
diddled out of money and who picked up the
difference. If it is not made public, there will be
questions about deals taking place. Who got the
hidden handout? What money changed hands
behind closed doors? Whose hands were
greased? The public have a right to know the
answers to those questions, because it has be-
come a trade mark of this Government that its
dirty deals go to the Western Australian Devel-
opment Corporation.
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Hon. D. K. Dans: Don't use terms like,
"Whose hands have been greased?", and don't
threaten the Government.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Just have a Select Com-
mittee!

Hon. D. K. Dans: That is all right.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Leader of the

House and the Leader of the Opposition nor-
mally go outside when they want to have a
discussion. I suggest that they do not yell out to
each other across the Chamber. I ask that Hon.
Neil Oliver get on with the substance of the
matter.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The people know that
the WADC has no responsibility to report to
the Parliament, even though it is owned and
funded by the people of Western Australia.
Although the WADC might justify taking a
stance of confidentiality when acting on behalf
of the State in some significant development,
there is no excuse for it to take that position
when it has dealt in no More than a real estate
transaction involving the sale of an asset be-
longing to the people. The Government should
answer now. If it fails to do so it will automati-
cally be declaring its guilt and its unfitness to
hold office and the truss of the people.

Any failure to support an all-party inquiry to
seek these answers must be interpreted as a
continuation of this cover-up. I emphasise that
the taxpayer has been done out of $3.5 million
in a financial year when the Government is
screaming about a shortage of money and an
impending deficit. Taxpayers have a right to
know who benefited from the missing $3.5
million. If the Government intends to cover up
the facts, we will use everything in our power to
establish this Select Committee in order that
the democratic process of this Parliament will
enable us speedily to uncover what has been
hidden from the people.

HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central) [3.40 p.m.]:
I second the motion. I would like to draw to the
attention of the House the National Party's
concern over this whole matter. My remarks
will not be as lengthy as those of the proposer,
for he had to bring forward many of the actual
details as he found them. He assumed they
were correct but they needed to be investigated.
It is not necessary for me to repeat them.

Many aspects concern us. First of all, the
lease of the stockyards. It is said that the lease
Will be for three years with an option for a
further three, but I could also read into the
matter that Prestige Bricks could give two
years' notice to vacate anyway. So there is

always the power to get out of a leasing arrange-
ment by notifying that one wishes to curtail the
agreement.

There is no indication of new saleyards to be
erected anywhere in the metropolitan area, the
near metropolitan area, or anywhere else. It
would be a mammoth task, as Hon. Neil Oliver
has explained, with all the refinements which
go with the magnificent saleyards at Midland.
It is doubtful if anything of that description
would ever be built again.

A question was asked today or yesterday in
another place about whether a feasibility study
had been done in respect of a new saleyard.
The answer was that a feasibility study will be
carried out. However, the new owners of the
land say that space will be provided at the new
complex for livestock for as long as the
Government requires; consequently it is not
contemplated that livestock sales will be
relocated in the foreseeable future. Hon. Neil
Oliver received an answer to a similar question
on today's Notice Paper. He has probably not
read it yet, but it is there.

There is no indication of where new
saleyards may be placed. There is nothing con-
Crete to say that they will even stay where they
are. The Government says it anticipates they
will, but nothing is concrete. It may well be that
the best site is where it is now. A feasibility
study might show just that. Indeed there may
be good reason to hold off any action until a
feasibility study is carried out.

One must remember, when looking at Mid-
land, it certainly has the best access from all
directions of the agricultural area, north, east,
and south. It is a carefully centred and well
thought out area for a stock sale complex.

It may be a useful exercise to indicate where
stock percentages come from throughout the
year and the years, to find an average equation
so that one would know where the siting should
be made. I do not think that matter has ever
been studied.

The livestock transporters themselves have
indicated they are more than happy with the
presesent Midland yards. Certainly the farmers
are. It is well known that Clayton Road has
many distributing centres for hardware and
backup services.

Neil Oliver quoted eight such centres. One
can name them all. They are all represented
along Clayton Road, and it is the usual practice
for farmers to unload their stock, pick up
supplies, and return straight to their farms.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 p.m.
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Hon. H. W. GAYFER: We also question as-
pects of this real estate. The 29 hectares rep-
resents a valuable piece of real estate by any
measure. It is close to the metropolitan area
and abuts Midland Junction itself. I do not
think the actual boundaries have been clearly
defined; if they have been defined we would
like that indicated to us by a Select Committee.

[Questions taken.]
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: I understand the area

is not even defined in some papers which have
been tabled within the precincts of the Parlia-
ment. We understand there are some titles and
caveats on the boundaries which would make it
extremely difficult to release some of the land
for sale. However, that is hearsay and this mat-
ter certainly needs to be ironed out by a com-
mittee of inquiry. We have been told in
answers to questions asked in this place that
this move is not ultra vires the Town Planni ng
and Development Act in regard to the Swan
Shire. We understand that it contravenes
amendment 9, but again this will have to be
proven.

The land is security for the Meat Com-
mission's $13.2 million debt. It is difficult to
imagine how the Treasury will get around
having to sell the land for $450 000 and then
square off that debt out of the public purse. it
may have to write off the debt altogether. It
certainly represents a value of $13.2 million
rather than the $470 000 that was paid for the
land, or even the $915 000 estimated by Justin
Seward.

A yearly rental of $65 000 is being received.
That is not a bad income, being 15 per cent in
itself on $450 000; so in fact that $450 000 is
giving away an excellent investment and the
Government should be looking towards good
investment just as we might look at good in-
vestments ourselves.

Hon. G. E. Masters: That is only for part of
it.

Hon. H. W. GAYFER: That is only for the
lairage. The saleyards themselves are bringing
in $232 000 per annumn which adds up to
approximately $300 000 on a $450 000 invest-
ment. I wish I had a few similar investments
around the place, especially in real estate.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Hear, hear!
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: It beats farming.
Hon. Fred McKenzie: Is that profit?
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: That is from invest-

ment. Does the member know what investment
is?

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Probably not.
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: If one puts one's

money away and receives a 70 per cent return
on that money one is doing very well, especially
if the investment is in real estate because it will
always appreciate. It will never depreciate. Of
course it is income and it is a wonderful form
of income, to say the least; based even on the
figure of $3.5 million it is still a good invest-
ment. The cool storage equipment was only
placed in the abattoir building two years before
it closed and it must have a certain value. It
would cost a fortune to pull down those
coclrooms and take out the equipment. Surely
if tenders were called somebody may be
interested in leasing the cool rooms and that
again would be added income from the
$450 000 investment. Surely this area could be
rented out, as could other parts of the building.
Surely they could be leased off to an interested
company, and the Government would have a
very good investment. If I had that sort of in-
vestment on $450 000 1 would be set up for life.
I agreed with my colleague when he said it was
better than farming.

Nobody likes saleyards, but we need them.
They serve a purpose and they must be suited
to that purpose. Consequently we believe that
the saleyards must continue and must be sup-
plied. There certainly needs to be Government
control of saleyards somewhere in the selling
system of Western Australia.

As to the brickworks, what is the future? We
do not know. We think it has a great fluture-
but let us say it has. What effect will it have on
Midland Brick? Will it affect that company and
its labour force? It may well be that the extra
labour force of 150 men expected under this
proposal will only take up the slack. They will
also disappear from the country scene in the
brickworks business.

We have all received letters from the country
brick specialists drawing to our attention the
fact that the Country Brick Manufacturers As-
sociation of Western Australia-representing
companies at Albany, Boulder, Broome,
Geraldton, Katanning, Kununurra, Manjimup,
Narrogin and Waterloo, virtually one in every
country electorate in this House-is protesting
and saying the proposal will cut their throats. I
will not read out the letter because each of us
has a copy. They are up in arms and their plea
must be investigated. This Government and
other Governments talk of decentralisation, yet
we are cutting the throats of dlecentralised in-
dustry. We must make sure that we are not
actually killing industry in the country.
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Whatever happens, we must ensure that
maximum return is the first priority in relation
to the land. If it is sold we must make sure that
whoever buys it provides employment at the
maximum level. Prestige Bricks has stated that
it will employ between 150 and 200 people
during construction but that when the plant is
operative it will employ 110 people. Taylforth
estimated that in the first year it would be
employing 100 people, building up within three
years to between 500 and 1 000 people; yet its
offer was not even considered, and it was not
given a chance to upgrade it, from my readings,
as was Prestige Bricks.

There is no reason at all for tenders not to
have been called. The tender could have been
called for many aspects-even for use as is, as I
previously suggested. That is probably the best
way in which to make money out of it-as is.
The site could be cleaned up a bit, and the cool
room could be leased, as could the lairage and
the saleyards, and it would fetch a heck of a
good return, even at the figure of $915 000
which was previously mentioned as an estab-
lished value by Justin Seward.

As stated by Mr Oliver, that figure is way
under what the property is actually worth-and
we know what it is worth. It must be worth
closer to $3 million than to $915 000.

It is very interesting that Prestige Bricks
offered, in the first instance, $303 050 and by
negotiation-and I do not think it would be
drawing very much blood negotiating-it
finally came up with a figure of $450 000. It
could have a loan of my handkerchief, and
those of a few others. God Almighty, who did
the negotiating and what sort of negotiators are
they?

If Taylfarth offered $348 000 in the first in-
stance-considerably above the first offer
made by Prestige-was that company given a
chance to build it up? That figure is very sus-
pect indeed.

On page 59 of this morning's The West
Australian there is a message to the people of
Midland from Len Brajkov-ich who says-to
use a common parlance, "in black and ink"-
that he would pay a figure "irectly in line with
the valuation of the site mentioned in Point 2
above" which is the valuation by Justin Seward
and is $915 000. The whole business is-

Hon E. J. Charlton: Questionable.
Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr Charlton is right.

I was going to use another term but that will
do. it is very questionable and should be
investigated, in respect of not only the points I

have mentioned but also the prime point,
which is the understanding we have that any
land of this type should come under a Govern-
ment tender system.

If there is a reason for that tender being
waived, we want to know that reason. There is
not sufficient information in the newspapers or
in anything that we can read or glean to con-
vince us that this was the best course open to
the Government. I am not sure, and I cannot
find out in my quick scanning of the papers,
whether in fact the bona fides of the purchasers
have been tested. One might say that they were
associated with Mr Bond, and Mr Zampatti,
which is a well-known name, and Mr John
Court-Court is a well-known name. Maybe
those are all the bona fides they believe those
people should have, but I maintain that a com-
mittee should look carefully at the bona fides
and ensure that the right person with the right
back-up is getting the property, if indeed it is to
be sold.

I say quite candidly that, investment-wise, it
appears to me to be a very bad deal. Because it
is a bad deal we must have a Select Committee
operating as quickly as possible. I quite agree
with the data put forward by Mr Neil Oliver.
Because of the Government's obvious need for
haste, it should indicate it is prepared to coop-
erate with the Select Committee and to investi-
gate the matter thoroughly and have the com-
mittee report back to the House on 24 July. It
will be quite a job but it can and should be
done in the interests of the public, who are
making an awful lot of inquiries, judging by the
phone calls we have received and the com-
ments of the Primary Industry Association of
W.A. (Inc.), the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association of WA (Inc), and others.

I formally second the proposal.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon. Fred
McKenzie.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from 18 June.

HON. T. G. BUTLER (North-East Metro-
politan) [4.18 p.m.): Mr Deputy President,
(Hon. D. J. Wordsworth), I support the motion
and in doing so I thank all those members on
both sides of the House who have
congratulated me on my election to this Coun-
cil. In return, I offer my congratulations, firstly
to the other new members, and to all re-elected
members.
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I make special mention of Tom Helm, Beryl
Jones, Doug Wenn, and John Halden, my fel-
low newly-elected Labor colleagues in the
Council; lHons. Des Dans and Joe Berinson for
their re-election to the positions of Leader and
Deputy Leader of the Government in this
House; and Hon. Kay Hallahan for her elev-
ation to the Ministry. I have great faith in
Kay's ability to carry out the duties entrusted
to her in her demanding portfolios and assure
her that all of us on this side of the House are
very proud of her.

I would ask you, Mr Deputy President, to
convey to the President my thanks for his
friendship and assistance over a great many
years. Our association dates back about 30
years and I have a great deal of admiration for
him.

As you can imagine, Mr Deputy President, I
am very conscious at this moment of the new
turn my own career has taken, and I know that
I am standing here now only because of the
hard work and support of a great many people.
So with your indulgence I want to devote some
time to a few words of personal thanks to these
people.

There are too many of them to mention indi-
vidually, but I refer amongst others, to those
members of my party who have worked with
me during the 30 years I have been proud to
belong to the Labor movement; the personal
friends inside and outside the trade union
movement who have supported me, worked for
me and cared about me; and most importantly,
my family. I want to thank my parents for their
support and encouragement, and my children
for their understanding and appreciation of the
demands my work has placed on them over the
years. Their encouragement has been my inspi-
ration. To the many former staff members of
the Australian Labor Party I record my thanks
for their warm friendship and the many
favours they have done me. I know that the
present staff realise that they mean far more to
me than words can express.

Finally I wish to thank the five members of
the Legislative Assembly whose electorates lie
within Noath-East Metropolitan Province, and
also Hon. Fred McKenzie, with whom I share
the province, for the assistance, guidance, and
cooperation they gave me during the election
campaign and since.

I cannot proceed without paying particular
tribute to Hon. Lyla Elliott who preceded me as
the member for North-East Metropolitan Prov-
ince. Lyla distinguished herself during her 15

years in this Chamber through her hard work
and dedication to the interests and needs of the
people of the province and of Western
Australia as a whole. She was well-known for
her work on parliamentary committees, and
her contribution to the Task Force on Dom-
estic Violence alone will ensure that she is long-
remembered for her efforts to assist the weak
and the victims of our society. During her long
term here Lyla was recognised as a tireless and
determined fighter for a more just society and
she will assuredly continue that fight elsewhere
now that she has retired from this Council. I
wish Lyla and her husband Jack a long, happy
and useful retirement.

As I have already mentioned in passing, I
have been privileged to serve the Australian
Labor Party and its industrial wing, the trade
union movement, in a number of capacities,
for over 30 years. It is therefore with a particu-
lar sense of honour that I stand here today as a
member of a Western Australian State Labor
Government. I am proud to* have worked
closely with the Government and the Premier
during my three years in the Public Service and
to have contributed in at least a small way to
the achievements of its first term. I am even
more proud to be given by my party and the
voters of North-East Metropolitan Province
the chance to become a member of the Govern-
ment in its second, and, undoubtedly, third
term. The election of Labor Governments has
always been for me a consummate aim; and
thus the election of the Burke Government on
Saturday, 19 February 1983, gave me a deep
personal sense of fulfilment and satisfaction. it
was a day I will remember vividly all my life.

In the three years that followed that election
the Burke Government has turned the State's
economy around and given all Western
Australians cause for confidence in their fu-
ture, because with increased economic growth
have come new employment opportunities, the
creation of which are the greatest challenge any
Government can face. Our Government has
also begun to build a human environment
within which a fair and just society can row.
The resources it has devoted to health, edu-
cation, and housing, and its programmes for
the aged, the unemployed, women, children,
youth, and people of ethnic background, have
made Government functions and services more
accessible to the needs of a varied community
and a better way of life for all Western
Australians.
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In its efforts to promote social justice as well
as to create employment and enhance econ-
omic growth, the Burke Government has
proven itself to be in the mould of reformist
Labor Governments of the past and true to the
traditional spirit of the Labor movement. The
Australian Labor Party has always been and
will always be a party of progress and social
reform, dedicated to raking political and econ-
omic power away from minority interests and
vesting it in the hands of all Australians. As
such, it has always found it difficult to be ac-
cepted by the electorate and conservative
interests as the natural party of Government.
The overwhelming success of the Burke
Government's policies and its subsequent re-
election on 8 February this year, means that the
Labor Party is at last the recognised and
acknowledged ruling party in this State.

At this point I would like to pay tribute to
the flawless campaignt conducted by the Labofr
Party in the mun-up to the recent State election
and congratulate campaign director, Michael
Beahan, and all his stall for their efforts and
contribution to a great Labor victory. It was
undoubtedly the best run campaign ever seen
in this Stare.

It is a sobering thought that the Labor Party
has achieved the distinction of becoming the
natural party of Government despite the fact
that our level of support in the electorate has
never been reflected by our numbers in the
Parliament, particularly, and shamefully, in
this Chamber. As the newly-elected member for
North-East Metropolitan Province, I have bad
brought home to me in an immediate, personal
way, the effects of a malapportioned,
gerrymandered electoral system which allows
28 per cent of the State's electors to elect more
than half of the 34 members of this Council.

As the elected representative of the 98 000
electors in North-East Metropolitan Province,
it must concern me that. there sir in this
Chamber two members representing 9 000 elec-
tors, and my own fierce commitment to elec-
toral reform is reaffirmed. It is no less than my
duty to these people who elected me.

No one can justly and without the most ex-
treme hypocrisy and cynicism defend a system
which gives North-East Metropolitan Province
101h times as many electors as Lower North
Province and therefore give the voters of Lower
North a 101h times greater voting power than
the people in my electorate. The Government's
proposed electoral reform Bill, while giving
special considerations to the problems experi-
enced by residents of rural areas, will bring

about an end to this injustice and achieve one
of the most cherished of all the policies of the
Labor movement-our commitment to true
political democracy. This can never be
achieved unless the will of all the people is
reflected in the elected Parliament.

The undemocratic constitution of this Coun-
cil must be eradicated, because the electoral
system as it now exists enables the representa-
tives of conservative, minority interests to ex-
ercise political power far exceeding their num-
bers and worth. During the last three years this
Council has acted to block, reject and amend a
number of Government Bills which have had
the clear support of the electorate, and in doing
so it has cynically flown in the face of the
clearly expressed will of the majority of the
Western Australian people. It is a shameful fact
that during the terms of Labor Governments
members of this Council have a tendency to
behave in a blatantly political manner and do
so in safety because of the gerrymander by
which they are elected. The old, conservative
arguments in defence of the present system are
no longer credible. They are, as the last two
election results clearly show, no longer ac-
cepted by the Western Australian electorate.
Partly through the leadership of an enlightened
media, especially The West Australian. Western
Australians now fully understand the issue at
stake, and are demanding electoral reform.
They will not tolerate continued opposition on
this matter, and members who ignore this fact
do so at their own risk.

In the 20 years that preceded the election of
;be Burke Government, I was employed as a
full-time blue-collar union official. For 12 of
those years I served as the state secretary of my
union, the Painters and Decorators Union. At
that time I was able to see for myself the effects
that unemployment has on working class famil-
ies and thus the effects Of Poor economic man-
agement by Government. I have known the ef-
fect that exploitative employers have on their
workers, and I have witnessed the effect that
confrontationist attitudes have on industrial re-
lations. I shall therefore speak briefly on what I
consider to be the essential differences between
Liberal and Labor Governments in their atti-
tudes to industrial relations.

I do not wish to be provocative or take ad-
vantage of the long-established convention of
the maiden speech, Mr President, but I feel
obliged to counsel caution to members on the
Opposition benches in their pursuit of
deregulation of the labour market.
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The policies of the current Commonwealth
and State Governments have resulted in the
lowest level of industrial disputes seen in
Australia and Western Australia in many years.
This is a tribute to the accord, the centralized
wage fixing system and both Governments' em-
phasis on consultation with representatives of
industry and unions on all matters.
Deregulation of the labour market would mean
lower wages, loss of conditions, exploitation of
our young people and displacement of older
people from the workforce. It would result in
an escalation of industrial conflict and plunge
the State back to a time of previous regimes
when workplaces were battlegrounds and in-
dustrial strife was stirred up for blatant politi-
cal gain. The consequences for the industry it-
self would be devastating and Opposition
members should be warned that with policies
such as these they will never regain the support
of the private sector.

The concept of voluntary work contracts is
not new: The building industry has endured it
for many years under the name of sub-
subcontracting or pyramid contracting, and in
fact there is nothing voluntary about it at all.

The pyramid subcontracting system thrives
during periods of unemployment; under it,
workers are offered employment for a set
hourly rate or at a set price for the work. The
rate is non-negotiable, and offered on a take-it-
or-leave-it basis. The agreement excludes
award benefits and employees are advised that
they are now independent contractors. Any
shortfall in the contracted money amount can
be recouped through numerous taxation
dodges. To make a reasonable living out of this
system workers need to work extended hours
without overtime, and without provision for
annual leave and sick leave. The pressures take
their toll and eventually and inevitably acci-
dents occur; unfortunately, the contracts do not
provide for workers' compensation.

It is a basic feature of labour market
deregulation policies that they do not spell out
the benefits available to workers; instead, they
emiphasise the benefits to employers and the
penalties to unions and their members.

All progressive industrial relations prac-
titioners reject such policies because their ex-
perience tells them that the alternative to a
regulated system is conflict and chaos. This
point is clearly borne out in the recently
published Hancock report. Professor Hancock
recommended that the present arbitration
system be retained, but be integrated in place
of the present complex Federal-State system.

The 19 May edition of the Daily News car-
died a front page report of the results of an
investigation conducted by Ms Diana Rickard
into the clothing trade. Her investigation
revealed sweatshop practices being inflicted on
400 women in the industry who were expected
to work at home for up to 18 hours a day for
around $1.25 per hour, instead of the award
rate of $8.20 per hour. This is, of course, in
complete defiance of the registration requ ire-
ments of the Factories and Shops Act.
Deregulation of the labour market would result
in an increase in such draconian nineteenth
century practices.

At present, the building ind ustry unions are
in conflict with a builder because his adherence
to work agreements is affecting the wages and
employment conditions of the workers on his
sites. The unions claim that the workers have
been threatened with dismissal if they join a
union or speak to a union official.

They further claim that the work agreements
provide for a flat hourly rate with no associated
award benefits and that workers were offered
the agreement on a take-it-or-be-dismissed
basis. Two young plumbing apprentices and a
15-year-old apprentice bricklayer were also
forced to sign work agreements.

When the Industrial Relations Commission
ordered the employer to reveal the terms of the
work agreement, the employer appealed to the
Supreme Court against the order and any
further involvement by the commission in the
matter. Even though the Supreme Court upheld
the Commission's order, I believe that the
agreements have still not been produced.

The union's fight to protect the standards
and conditions of its workers is frustrated be-
cause this employer is attempting through his
actions and his defiance even of the Industrial
Relations Commission and the Supreme Court,
to return to the p re-dawn of unionism, when
individual employees were completely at the
mercy of their employer. This is also what the
Opposition's industrial relations policy would
do.

Conservatives generally argue that wages are
the major contributing factor in inflationary
blow-outs in the economy and argue accord-
ingly for wage restraint on the part of workers
and they criticise union involvement in the de-
velopment of economic policy. Yet the Federal
Government and the ACTU negotiated accord
has provided a framework for wage restraint,
helped keep industrial peace, and contained in-
flation.
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In the past year, because of the accord, aver-
age earnings have risen by only 7.3 per cent,
well below the inflation rate of 9.2 per cent. In
other words, real wages actually fell in those 12
months. The success of the accord is an excel-
lent argument for consultation and trade union
involvement in economic policy. That cannot
be denied. In the same way, a tripartite ap-
proach by Government, employers and unions
has brought about a considerable fall in the
level of industrial disputes. Commonsense tells
us that there is no substitute for consultation.

Conservative Governments have never
understood or, at least, acknowledged the role
played by union officials and the trade union
movement in general. As a result, their public
image has been grossly distorted.
Unfortunately, the media appears interested in
unions and their elected officials only when
they take industrial action, and they receive
very little publicity when, for example, they
recover large underpayments in wages or
achieve a substantial workers' compensation
award.

Union officials are responsible for
maintaining the quality of life of their members
as well as wage parity and work conditions.
Unlike employers, they must view their mem-
bers as whole human beings, not 9-to-S robots.
Because of this, the union movement had been
responsible not just for a great improvement in
working conditions, but also in the quality of
all our lives and our environment.

The trade union movement and individual
union officials serve to give their members-
working men and women who on their own are
powerless and unheard-a collective voice in
the way their workplace and their community
and, ultimately, the economy, operates. The
fundamental difference between the Burke
Government's attitude to trade unions and that
of former Western Australian State Govern-
ments is that it consults with individual unions
and their peak council, the Trades and Labor
Council, on matters which affect their member-
ship and thus gives them, and through them
their members, a role in the decision-making
process. This role has always been denied them
under conservative regimes.

1 can think of no better training ground for a
member of Parliament than to serve as a trade
union official, because a union official serves a
demanding constituency and deals on a daily
basis with a multitude of problems which go far
beyond what we would normally define as in-
dustrial in nature.

Rank and file unionists see their elected rep-
resentatives as a source of advice and assist-
ance on all matters, as our Constituents view us,
their elected parliamentary representatives. In
making the transition, therefore, from an
official of the Painters and Decorators Union
to the member for a large, predominantly
"working class" electorate, I am extending and
building upon a lifetime's work.

I have the privilege to represent North-East
Metropolitan Province, a vast and diverse elec-
torate. Due to its huge geographical size, its
industrial activity ranges from manufacturing
in the Bayswater, Bassendean and Welshpool
areas, to viticulture in the Swan Valley and the
horseracing industry in Belniont-Redcliffe.

Much of the electorate has a high proportion
of public housing and exhibits the social diffi-
culties associated with low income areas. The
people who live in such areas under these
stresses are likely to be confused and alienated
by bureaucratic structures and often unsure
where to turn for assistance when problems
arise. I am aware that in becoming their elected
representative I have accepted a binding duty,
and I will ensure that I live up to it.

Finally, I am pleased that the Government,
through the Tourism Commission, has recently
launched the Swan Valley tourism plan. The
plan allows for local input into the develop-
ment of the area and means that we will start to
see it receiving greater attention. This applies
particularly to Guildford, the historical signifi-
cance of which has never been properly
recognised or exploited. Unfortunately, little
has been done to encourage local businessmen
to invest in the valley's enormous tounism
potential, or to market it properly as a tourist
destination. A report released with the plan
shows that of 400 Perth residents surveyed,
36.5 per cent had never visited the area.

I congratulate the Government for
commissioning the study, and trust it will en-
sure that the Swan Valley area now receives the
same attention and investment as is given to
Fremantle and Mandurah.

I am pleased to see that you are back in your
rightful place, Mr President. While you were
out of the Chamber I did ask the Deputy Presi-
dent to convey to you my appreciation. I am
glad you are sitting where you are because it
gives me an opportunity to thank you person-
ally for your assistance and guidance since my
election to the House, and also to thank you for
our association over a large number of years
when you and I worked together in South Perth
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way back in the 1950s. You have had a very
distinguished parliamentary career. You are
well worthy of the position you hold in this
place, and I look forward to working with you
closely.

In closing once again I want to record my
thanks to the Labor movement and the electors
of North-East Metropolitan Province for the
opportunity I have now been given to serve
them both. I trust that through my efforts I will
in some part repay their faith in me.

I support the motion.
jApplause.]
HON. W. N. STRETCH (Lower Central)

[4.41 p.m.]: Firstly I congratulate the new
members and welcome to this House all those
who are looking forward to making a major
contribution over what we hope will be a
reasonably short time. I think they have a lot to
offer from their various fields of experience.
We have heard some very interesting speeches
in the Address-in-Reply, but I will come to that
in a moment.

Hon. P. 0. Pendal: Hypothetical ones too.
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I would like to con-

gratulate the Governor and thank him for
coming to this House and formally opening our
Parliament. I think it is fair to say that the
Governor and Mrs Reid cement their place in
our respect and affections as they continue in
office moving around the State, and certainly
around my electorate. I know that they are
always received with very great warmth
wherever they go. It is a tribute to them that
they have added such dignity and stature to the
office of Governor of Western Australia.

I suppose one might expect me to address
most of my remarks to the rural crisis at this
stage, and I shall certainly touch on many as-pects of it; but the subject has been very well
aired in the Press, on the radio, on TV, and in
this House over the past six months or more. I
hope that members, particularly those few re-
maining on the other side of the House, will
remember that ever since I came to this House
I have been warning of this catastrophe which
has been threatening the rural industry. We saw
the writing on the wall and we tried to warn the
Government about it, urging it to pass the
message on to its Federal colleagues. The whole
nation is being slowly eroded until today we
have reached the stage where so many rural
dwellers are in such a desperate state.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Mr Keating said he was
not aware of the downturn when the Budget
was prepared.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: In that case Mr
Keating must have been as deaf as all his col-
leagues in the Labor Party in this House. The
only other conclusion we can draw is that
members of this House did not heed our warn-
ings and pass them on to Canberra saying how
desperate the situation was.

Western Australian agriculture, as Hon.
Mick Gayfer has told this House for many
years, is a very fragile operation. We are not
blessed with the highest rainfall or the greatest
soils in the world. But we are blessed with a
people who will roll up their sleeves and get
down to it; people who will be innovative and
achieve magnificent results.

It is the duty and responsibility of any
Government of whatever colour to give those
people every encouragement and every incen-
tive to stay out there and continue earning
those export dollars. If we do not have them,
the country will founder.

Hon. HI W. Gayfer: Will founder? Worse. It
has.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: The country, as my
learned colleague says, foundered some years
ag. When I sat up there where Hon. Mr Helm
is now, or thereabouts, we had a fairly con-
structive trio across the back line. There was
my colleague, Hon. A. A. Lewis whom I also
congratulate on his re-election. He was the full-
back. Mr Gayfer, Mr Lewis, and I filled the rest
of that back line and gave this House some idea
of the problems which Australia was facing in
the long term.

I believe we were constructive. We tried to
point out steps which Governments, both State
and Federal, could take which would boost
these people and keep them out there on their
farms producing those export dollars which
keep every other person in Australia afloat.

I will not try to convert those of other monet-
ary policies to the rational way of assessing real
national wealth. If it has not sunk in by now
after four years, and if even Mr Keating has not
got the message, I really despair. We continue
to get these amazing statements.

On 10 June 1986 in The West Australian, Mr
Kerin said that family farms are vital. This
man has done more to force farmers off farms
and onto the dole than any current politician,
yet he has the gall to issue a Press statement
which reads like that. That is why I get so upset
when I get phone calls from people who are
absolutely on their last legs. They are on their
knees. This Governiment has beaten them
down to a state of total resignation.
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Hon. Kay Hallahan: Rubbish!
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: It is not rubbish at

all, Mrs Hallahan, it is a fact. Farmers have
said to me, "We do not know where to go
next." One can tell from their voices that they
are getting very close to that suicidal stage
which has been reached by farmers in the mid-
west of America.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: That is a separate thing
from the Government beating people down.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: It has happened in
the western pants of New South Wales; it has
happened in the Victorian malice, and I am
desperately worried it will happen in the north-
eastern areas of the wheatbelt.

Before the Minister leaves I want to mention
the mobile counselling service. I hope that in
conjunction with the present self-help spirit of
people getting out and giving encouragement to
their fellows in trouble, that will keep people
away from this desperate situation. It is not a
question of interjection. I am not being melo-
dramatic. It is bad. I can tell when they ring
and talk to me in that fashion.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: I agree it is serious, but
this Government is not knocking people down.
That is a bit excessive.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: The message has not got
there.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Are you not interested?
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I congratulate the

Minister on her appointment, but people ring
me up. I suggest they should ring the Premier's
office, and they say, "We have rung the
Premier. You just talk to a secretary who says,
'I am sorry, he is away, he is too busy."' I have
not had one who has rung me back to say
otherwise. In future I shall refer them to the
Minister for Community Services rather than
the Premier, because I think she is more
sympathetic.

I have people ringing up at this very critical
stage of their lives and it is quite easy to tell
from their voices that they are really at the end
of their tether. After I have done all I can for
them I try to refer them to other people who
may be able to look after them. It is certainly
the saddest time I have been through since I
have been in the House, with one exception.

It is not simply a question of throwing more
money at them, something Labor Governments
have tried to do in the welfare area; that does
not work. All we finish up with is a bigger
problem when we give people more money
when they are in this sort of situation. Some

people will now not be able to get out of the
situation in which they find themselves.

It is very fashionable and easy to say that
these people are bad managers and have made
bad business decisions. In any private
enterprise operation, where one speculates to
accumulate, one takes risks; one hopes they are
balanced risks, One hopes for stable govern-
ment and for a recognition by the Government
of the importance of those people to the econ-
omy. In that context one hopes they will re-
ceive a reasonable hearing when they go to
Governments to explain their troubles.

I am not one who damns the Rural Ad-
justment and Finance Corporation. Certainly it
has had its difficulties and lots of suggestions
have been made about what it should be doing,
how it should be restructured or even
abolished, and how its role should be taken
over by the private banking system. I cannot
totally go along with that because we have a
situation where we must keep the last resort
operator at arm's length from the commercial
banking Sector. As the Minister for Budget
Management would be well aware, if we send a
person to a bank which has access to
guaranteed Government funds, the bank tends
to say, "Yes, there is a problem here. We don't
have funds available, but under this other
system where we have guaranteed funds from
the Government, we can accommodate you".

A lot of this has happened with RAFCO, and
this has caused some of the holdup with the
provision of assistance. In some cases the as-
sistance could have been handled by the com-
mercial sector, but the people have been re-
ferred to RAFCO in the hope they can receive
better finance terms. We must be careful in
making suggestions like that. A case certainly
exists for giving the private sector more of a
role in emergency relief. It is reasonably geared
for it and it has an untapped capacity which
could be used.

Despite the dramatic situation we are facing
in the bush, I am hoping in this address to put
forward some constructive ideas that we should
took at for the future because, unfortunately,
unless the Federal colleagues of members op-
posite take heed of what we are saying we are in
great danger of running into this problem year
after year.

We must look at assistance to the rural sector
in two ways. Every year we will see a combi-
nation of bad luck, a modicum of bad manage-
ment, and certainly seasonal fluctuations, all of
which will cause problems. We should be look-
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ing at ways to set up effective and more ef-
ficient machinery to cope with this in the fu-
ture. I sincerely hope that our Federal col-
leagues will take heed of the long-term prob-
lems of the agricultural industry. The long-term
problems are the horrific cost of producing
anything in Australia.

Hon. Tom Butler touched on the importance
of relationships with the trade union move-
ment. As far as the rural sector is concerned,
the handling of union matters has always been
sympathetically and sensibly carried out. We
have had our occasional points of conflict, but
in the main the problems have been sorted out
on a reasonably rational and sensible basis. It is
not for me to speculate any mare than I have
done on whether that has something to do with
the comparative isolation of the farming com-
munity and the fact that the more militant
union leadership tends to stay around the big-
ger centres of population. It is something we
must come to grips with.

When the industry is suffering from falling
profitability, everyone must play his part in
keeping the industry afloat. This is where the
Opposition's moves towards a less rigid form of
wage indexation have to come into play. We get
all sorts of emotive claptrap about exploitation
of workers; that is the great rhetorical love of
the left wing of the union movement, but we do
not see a great deal of its members in the bush,
thank God. We have even had wharf labourers
who were loading live sheep at one of our ports
and who were, under instructions from Perth,
pushing sheep up onto the boat with one hand
while hol ding up placards with the other. Obvi-
ously man can serve God and mammon.

The real costs are not only the rural labour
force itself. They come into every section of
farming business, whether it be farm transport,
farm manufacture, farm machinery costs, or
whatever.

I was horrified to be taken aside at a public
meeting in Perth by a chap who said to me,
"Have you looked at the reconditioning costs
of earthmoving equipment and farm machin-
ery in Australia?" I said, "No". He said, "It
might interest you to know that it now pays you
to have crawler and tractor equipment
components sent to the United States to be
reconditioned there and then shipped back to
Australia rather than to have the same work
done here". I said I could not accept that a
person could pay double sea freight and still jet
away with a cheaper price. He said it was true
and [ indicated that I hoped that he had figures
to back up his comments. He said, "I ought to;

I am in the business and I now buy components
and have them reconditioned that way. If I
don't have the parts I import them from the
United States, and it is still cheaper'. I told
him I thought it sounded horrifying and asked
if it was common. He said, "Have a look at axle
manufacturing in Queensland; the chap
involved has now had to move his manufactur-
ing outfit to India". It is not that India has
more experience with truck axles and differen-
tials, it is just that the job can be done cheaper,
quicker, and equally satisfactorily there. I do
not say better, because when the Australian
worker puts his mind to it he can produce a
product equal to any other in the world.

But the problem is the rigid climate in the
work place which does not allow people to
achieve to the utmost of their capacity. This is
not only a serious thing for the economy but
also a damning thing far the individual. Unless
one can achieve or feel as though one is achiev-
ing something, one withers inside. One must
have a goal if one is to achieve a sense of
wellbeing and of contributing. But this is what
is lacking and what is most damaging with our
rigid guidelines.

I think Mr Chariton made the point about
farmers having been forced off the land, mov-
ing to Perth, and having no difficulty finding
jobs. I am aware of this also. The astonishing
part is that when they move into the work force
they outperform their colleagues on the job.

They are then told, "Look, I am sorry mate,
you must cut down. You have made enough for
today; go easy". I thought that went out in the
I1940s and 1 950s, but not so! It is happening
now. The farmer who is used to working and
achieving and thinks he can do a little better
tomorrow than he did today wI try harder
because it is his nature. It is not the way the
work force is allowed to operate under union
rigidity.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: They are even trying to
bring in time limits in this House.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: We try to fill in the
time and inform! I hope we are being informa-
tive and constructive.

We have to look hard at this problem, and
not on a "themn and us" basis. As Mr Butler
said in his speech, we have had enough con-
frontation in the workplace. Confrontation is
not the best way to solve problems, although
there comes a time to stand up and say, "Get
lost; that is not the best way to do it". Nine
times out of 10 it is better to consult on these
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matters and get agreement, because it adds to
productivity.

Productivity is probably the most important
Word in Australia today. It is the key to our
recovery, and it should be uppermost in every-
body's mind. It should be written in large let-
ters on the door of every factory and ware-
house, or wherever people work. Unless
Australians get the idea into their heads that
the only way out of the mess is to produce we
will stay in the mess for a long time.

Looking through some Press cuttings the
other day I was interested to see in The West
A usiralian of 5 June 1986 that the poverty level
had risen by $9.20 for a family with two chil-
dren and one working parent. It is now $274.60
a week after tax. This figure was produced by
Melbourne University's Institute of Applied
Economic and Social Research. It has very
cleverly lifted the poverty line by $9.20 a week.
I am told I am not the brightest at maths, so I
got out my calculator and found that that figure
works out at $14 279.20 a year. That is for a
family with one working parent.

On my way home I was stopped at a road
block-not the sort referred to by Mr Chariton
the other night which is found outside a hos-
telry-but one manned by a number of some-
what irritated primary producers. They handed
out a pamphlet produced by the Primary In-
dustry Association of Western Australia, the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association, and the
National Farmers Federation. On the back was
the interesting statistic that the average income
for a family farm this year will be $7 600. 1 ask
members to bear in mind that the poverty line
for a family with two children and one parent
working is $1t4 2 79.20. I will bet that on that
average family farm the father, mother, and
any able-bodied child above the age of, say, 10
or 12 will be doing a man's work and producing
at least as much as the average unionist. Chil-
dren younger than tO would no doubt be
collecting kindling, feeding the chooks, and
doing the other things necessary on a farm.
They may not be producing too much in their
own right, but they will be freeing one of the
able-bodied workers to carry on the productive
tasks.

So there is probably a work force of three and
two children, and generally they are as happy as
sand boys earning $7 600, almost exactly half
the poverty level for Australians. I see one of
our new members, Mr Halden, shaking his
head. I do not know why. It is one of the
paradoxes of politics-and I was not going to
mention this until he shook his head-that he

replaced a member for whom I have the highest
regard. That person held a union ticket and
worked underground in the mines and for the
Salvation Army, and I believe devoted all the
dollars he earned to the well-being and better-
ment of his fellow human beings. He sat over
there a determined, convinced, eloquent, and
at times noisy, member of the Liberal Party.

Hon. Garry Kelly: You don't say!
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Mr Kelly agrees with

me. He was a very hard-working, effective
member of Parliament.

Hon, Garry Kelly: I agree he was noisy.
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I sat beside him; Mr

Kelly only sat in front of him! He was a mem-
ber with a highly-developed social conscience
and an awareness of problems around him. He
found his guiding light was the freedom and
dignity of the individual, and that he could best
express this through the Liberal Party.

Hon. S. J. Halden: You mentioned the figure
of $7 600 but that figure is what it is by virtue
of the number of people on the farm. How
many people are in the business?

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: The average income
per family farm is $7 600. Mr Halden shakes
his head.

Hon. S. J. Halden: You are using statistics to
your own advantage.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I suppose I have to

disclose a vested interest. Yes, I am a family
farmer. I have been through the troughs that
farmers are going through now, but we have
kept our heads up. All my children have
worked with one goal in mind-to get ahead
and succeed and prosper.

Hion. H. W. Gayfer: I think all our family
farmers are like that.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Yes, I quite agree.
Hon. E. J1. Charliton: Let us see what Mr

Halden says after he goes on the bus and meets
the people.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: He will probably be
too busy converting souls.

The other night the gentleman who has
replaced Mr Wells gave us in his Address-in-
Reply speech a good serve of old-fashioned kin-
dergarten Marxism. It was not very pleasant to
listen to; it was full of the vitriol we have come
to expect from the new trendy left of the Labor
Par'. I hope that as he learns more about the
facts of life in politics he will realise we are
talking about real people and not statistics.
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There are people outside this Parliament who
are caring, hard-working human beings, and we
on this side of the House care every bit as much
as anyone else.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: We even tame lions in
this place.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you now?
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I hope so, Mr

Gayfer. I am well aware of the talents of Hon.
H. W. Gayfer, but I did not know lion taming
was among them. Perhaps they are not young
lions, but I agree with the honourable member
that there are certainly some young Turks to
civilise around this place.

I say to that person who comes here with
many advantages that his predecessor did not
have and gives us a dose of that sort of social-
ism and tells us what we should be doing that I
hope he teamns very quickly.

Hon. S. J1. Halden: Hopefully he will not
change.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I do not know who
was on the wrong end of that unruly interjec-
tion, but for his own sake I hope he does
change or his time in this place will be utterly
worthless.

Hon. S. J. Halden: It could be the same as the
member whom you have just praised so
heavily.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Mr Neil Oliver
raised the question of the Midland saleyards
which is a matter that will cause a certain
amount of grief to rural producers. I will not go
into it in great depth because I hope to be
carrying on this debate later. Again, the
honourable lion tamer raised many of the ques-
tions that apply to the rural industries, and I
support his remarks. It is of great concern that
the Midland saleyard may be denied to the
livestock producers and primary industry, be-
cause it is in the most central and convenient
location. It is not only the back-loading, as was
mentioned by the honourable member, and
which is a very important factor, but there is
also the servicing of the trucks that serve that
saleyard. Hundreds of trucks go through that
centre, day and night, and the infrastructure
which has been built up in that area to support
the transport industry is an enormous invest-
ment which should be protected.

There is also the factor of the private invest-
ment in the land from which these trucks
operate, and that is a major consideration.
Another factor is the availability of these trucks
in the metropolitan area. Every now and again,

when the live sheep ships are allowed to load in
Fremantle, there is a need to get many trucks in
a hurry; and if they have to come in from
Northam and elsewhere it will make it a little
more difficult to concentrate that transport
when it is needed.

I was interested to see in the Western Mail of
14-15 June the report put out by Dr Paul Moy
on behalf of the Confederation of Western
Australian Industry in regard to the rural crisis.
Much of what he said is quite true, and we need
to bear in mind that the national average of
farmers in crisis is seven per cent, but in West-
em Australia it is I I per cent. That indicates to
this Government the special role that it should
have in addressing the problems. They are not
spread over Australia as much as we think-a
very large number of them are here, and the
problem must be addressed straightaway.

While on that subject, I received a call this
morning from a farmer who said that he had
been trying to contact Mr Burke but could not
do so. I said that the Premier was a busy man.
The farmer said he would like me to know that
the new Burke charges announced this week are
going to cost him another $3 000, but that he
was inured to it by now. He said he did not
really care-what was another $3 000 now? He
said he was so far down that it would not hurt
as much as it would have when he had a chance
of surviving. However, he wanted me to know
just what it meant to him and the people
around him. He was up near Mullewa. I
thanked him very much and asked what else we
could do. He said there was nothing else we
could do; and that he had applied for all sorts
of things and been knocked back. He said that
before he finally went, he wanted me to know
what it would cost him and his family. Again I
thanked him for his call.

That farmer was one of those in a state of
severe depression. He had dropped his bundle,
as I said before the Minister for Community
Services made her exit. I brought in the point
slightly out of context so that she would hear it
before she left.

The fanner rang me to say that the impact of
the charge increases would not break the
camel's back because it had been broken long
ago. However, he wanted to record his protest.
We will hear a lot more of these protests from
people, not only in the country but in the
metropolitan area, who will find that their
water and electricity bills, their bus fares, and
maybe even their train fares will be increased
to cover the mounting debt caused by the
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mounting profligacy and waste of the Burke
Government.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: But Mr Butler said a
moment ago that the Government would turn
the economy around.

Hon. V. J. Ferry: The ]-curve.
I-on. W. N. STRETCH: He is another young

lion to whom I hope Mr Gaffer will turn his
attention. He will have quite a menagerie when
he has finished, with all these brilliant young
socialists who have to be taught a few facts of
life.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Your mob are doing
all right, Mr Stretch.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Which mob?
Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Your mob-the Lib-

eral Party. You can't even run your own affairs.
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Who said? What

does Mr Piantadosi know about it?
Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: What are you offering

Western Australia? You cannot even keep your
own house in order.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am trying to
keep this House in order.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: And very well, Sir,
might I say- Mr Piantadosi has raised a very
interesting point. If we take our minds back, in
1977 we thought the Labor Party had blown
itself apart, as usual, and all the political pun-
dits said then that the Labor Party was gone for
all time. They said there was no way the party
would recover. If we look back to the NCP
from about 1978 to 1981, that party had des-
perate troubles and we all said that it was gone
for all time.

The point I am making to Mr Piantadosi is
that nobody should be Scared of a bit of blood
on the floor, providing it is mopped up quickly
and everybody rolls up their sleeves and gets on
with the job. We are not worried about it.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi interjected.
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: The Labor Party has

done a damn sight worse than us.
Hon. 0. E. Masters: What are you-centre

left, middle left, or right wing?
Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! I do not

want to stop members making reasonable inter-
jections during the course of a speech. How-ever, if those interiections are going to divert
the member on his feet and make him start
talking on an entirely different subject, I can
see the hands of that cluck marching on, and

we may be unable to complete all the business
that is before us.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I thank you for your
kindness, Mr President, and would welcome
some indication of the time at which the House
is expected to rise. I could go on here for some
time-I have enough on the rural crisis to keep
us here well into the night, or certainly until
well after dinner.

I could go on indefinitely. I also have two or
three other speeches, and 1 have a motion on
the Notice Paper which I hope will be brought
an after the Address-in-Reply. I would be quite
happy to leave many of my remarks until then.
But if it is the wish of the House that I speak on
these matters now, I am quite happy to do so. I
have a dinner later, but that is nio problem. I
would therefore appreciate an indication from
the Government Whip as to his wishes.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: I will remind my
members that interjections are out of order!

1-on. W. N. STRETCH: It was an important
point, even though it was raised by interjection.
I do not know whether the point was recorded
by Hansard, or whether there was too much
unruly roaring from the young lions on the
other side; but no political party should be
scared orea bit of a healthy row now and again.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Healthy?
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: My word it is. We

should not be worried about this. It is a fact of
politicil life which I am sure Mr Piantaidosi
knows exists in any organisation, party, or
union. Do not tell me there have not been a few
dogfights in unions and other organ isations in
Mr Piantadosi's time.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Never.
Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Has Mr Piantadosi

never sat in on a parents and citizens' meeting?
The PRESIDENT: Order! I indicated that I

would be reasonably tolerant, but every time I
do so honourable members seem to take it that
I am going soft. I give members an absolute
guarantee that I will demonstrate that that is
not the case if they do not stop the interjec-
tions. Members will allow the member to pro-
ceed so that we can deal with the three mess-
ages that I have here.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Thank you, Mr
President. I will get on to safer ground, and
leave the reconstruction of party politics to
others.

With respect to bankers and the banking in-
dustry generally, we should bear in mind what
Mark Twain had to say about a banker. He
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described a banker as a fellow who lends his
umbrella when the sun is shining, but just hap-
pens to want it back when it starts to rain. This
has certainly taken on a new meaning in the
present rural crisis. I will not generalise and
apply that quotation to all bankers, because
some have been extremely tolerant. Some have
carried people beyond reasonable limits. I
know that some commercial banks have lost a
considerable amount of money when they
made wrong judgments, but that is a fact of
commercial life. Wrong commercial judgment
also causes the small businessman, the corner
grocer, or anyone else to lose money.

There is a need for financial houses to make
a declaration of faith when they are coping with
such problems. There is a need to recognise the
long-term nature of exponting industries. Hon.
Tom McNeil last night raised a very valid point
about a bank or a financial institution that pan-
icked just when profits were around the corner.
I know that that is an old story and can be
compared with the messages: "The cheque is in
the mail" or "1 am from the Government and
here to help you". Anyone who believes that
will believe anything. However, when there are
long-term projections about the profitability of
an industry, it is very unfortunate that financial
institutions go weak at the knees and leave that
industry without the capital necessary to carry
on towards ultimate and obvious profits.

I urge the banking industry to leave its um-
brellas out a little longer. I know it is particu-
larly difficult for bankers when they see values
of rural land dropping, but, as has been pointed
out by many members of the Labor Party as
well as members of our party, that is a self-
fulfilling prophesy. When farms start to go bad,
land values dropi and as they drop more
farmers go bad, general panic sets in, and all
the umbrellas are called in. That is unfortunate.
We urge bankers to be tolerant and sensible. At
the interest rates they charge, I am sure that
they will be well-rewarded in the not so long
term.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: That's for sure!

H-on. W. N. STRETCH: There needs to be
emergency funding to meet some of the needs
of the community. We need to reconstruct the
financial help we give the rural industries. I am
referring not only to farmers, but also to those
who service them because they are in equal
difficulty. We must bear in mind'that the in-
dustry is absolutely vital to the nation's econ-
omy and its recovery.

I regretted the remark by Hon. Tom
Stephens in an otherwise very good address
about a certain member of the Opposition who
had never been in Government Or experienced
the difficulties of Government.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Just a stupid comment
from a stupid man; that's how it should be
looked at.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: I did not resent it I
was a, little annoyed because although it is quite
true that I have never been on the Government
bench, I have had a great deal to do with run-
ning various enterprises. We on this side of the
House have a few clues and it is a pity that the
member's philosophy or ideology ran away
with him and led him to make such a nonsensi-
cal point. With that exception, his speech was a
very good one. Some of the points that he made
about the problems of the north, particularly
alcoholism and drug problems amongst the Ab-
original people, were very well put. There are
similar problems ink the south-west, not only
with Aboriginal people, but also with people in
the white community who are having trouble
coping in today's environment.

I fully agree with the member's remarks
about our trip through the Kimberley in his
electorate. We saw many problems with the
Aborigines, but also many rays of hope from
the people working up there amongst them.
With the ight will and co-operation from both
sides of the House, a lot can be done.

I turn now to a totally different subject. The
late release of examination results in the past
has caused rave difficulties for country
students who intend to come to the city and
find accommodation before beginning tertiary
education. Many changes to the education
system have been made in the last year or so
and I hope that some consideration will be
given to country students so that they can have
early notification of their results and know
what courses they are eligible to enter. Early
notification would give them a chance to find
accommodation early in the year so that they
do not have to rush around in mid or late
January trying to find a flat, a place in a col-
lege, or a room in a hotel. I hope the matter will
be directed to the Education Department.

Another matter which has caused me a great
deal of correspondence time, as l am sure it has
other members, is the strange plant, Datura
arboria or Angel's Trumpet. Mrs Worts of
Kojonup has written to members of Parliament
on the subject. I assure members that she is a
genuine, determined woman who has good
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reason to have a hatred of this vile plant be-
cause it nearly took her life. She finally
recovered and found out that this was the plant
causing her the illness. Since then she has ear-
nied out a one-person campaign to have this
wretched plant controlled, if not eradicated. It
probably cannot be eradicated because it is a
very quick-growing pestilent plant. However,
its danger to people should not under any cir-
cumstances be underestimated.

Mrs Wonts was distressed by the fact that the
National Safety Council and the Health De-pantment refused to take her claims seriously,
even though she had been brought to the brink
of death because of her exposure to the plant.
At her own expense she has carried out a
monumental correspondence and a telephonic
exercise all around the world. She has even
corresponded with experts on primitive tribes
in South America in very inaccessible places.
They acknowledge that when they wished to
carry out some form of euthanasia they put
their people to sleep under the tree to solve the
problem without any trouble. They knew
exactly what she was talking about.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: We could do with one of
those in here sometimes.

Hon. S. M. Pianradosi: I think that from the
look of some members there must be such a
plant in here.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: There must certainly
be an Angel's Trumpet plant growing on each
side of the Chamber. There is one sleeping
member on each side of the House. At least
that is fair. At the risk of waking either mem-
ber, I ask all members to take seriously any
letter they may receive from Mrs Worts. She
has had a great problem with this plant and is
doing a service to the people of Western
Australia in pressing for its control.

The ultimate control would be to educate
everybody that the plant is dangerous. I suggest
that the Minister convey to the responsible
Minister the recommendation for a poster cam-
paign showing all the dangerous plants and,
particularly, those parts of the plant which are
dangerous. These posters should be sent to
every nurseryman with a request that they be
displayed in a prominent position. People
would then be aware when purchasing plants
whether they were dangerous. For argument's
sake, people who have young children should
not have the indoor plant, Dieffenbachia, in
their house because it can be dangerous to a
child's eyes.

They should not plant oleanders in places
where people have to brush against them. In
one country town where we went letter drop-
ping it was necessary to brush against oleander
shrubs in order to get the mail in the letterbox.
That is a dangerous situation. It is a highly
irritant plant and if a stick pokes in a person's
eye he is likely to lose the sight in that eye.
These are common plants and this matter
should be brought to the attention of people. It
is better to deal with this matter by education
rather than marking the poisonous plants in the
nursery. [ do not believe that would be effec-
tive. It would impose another cost on small
business and it is not the way to pursue the
matter.

The National Safety Council prints a very
good booklet on A5 paper. It consists of
approximately 30-40 pages and it contains two
or three pages at the back of the book setting
out the names of poisonous plants. The council
thinks that that is sufficient. However, I do not
think it is. I think a booklet should be
published in its own right and also be available
at nurseries when people are buying plants. We
will then have the situation of caveat emnptor,
where if people buy the poisonous plants, it is
on their own head, because they have been
warned.

I have spoken to the President of the
Nurserymen's Association of WA (Inc.), a very
fine lady who runs a nursery. She told me that
the association was in favour of that sort of
approach but not in favour of regulations being
imposed because like all businesses, they are
bogged down in regulations and costs.

I urge members to take her letter seriously
and if, in a bipartisan approach, we brought
this danger to the attention of the public, we
should be providing a worthwhile service to
our constituents.

I am particularly glad to welcome Hon. Max
Evans to this Chamber because of his expertise
in the small business sector. It has been pointed
out on many occasions that small businesses
are the largest employers in Western Australia
and indeed in Australia. They are virtually the
backbone of the business and service sector and
need all the encouragement they can get. That
is in line with my comments about the regu-
lations imposed on small businessmen and
nurserymen in particular. They have certain
problems. They are large employers as a block
but small employers individually. If they fail, I
am afraid to say, as with the farmers, the rest of
the economy will falter with them. I believe
Max Evans brings particular expertise to the
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Parliament and I welcome his contributions
and constructive and balanced views in the fu-
lure.

In welcoming Mr Evans I also pay tribute to
my retiring colleague, Hon Ian Medcalf, whom
I believe will go down as one of the outstanding
members of Parliament in Western Australia.
During my time in this place I found him to be
a constant source of help. I understand that he
had a bipartisan approach to assisting any
member on either side. I think he will be sadly
missed. We wish him well in his retirement and
I know we shall see him from time to time and
welcome as ever his fatherly and friendly ad-
vice.

The untimely closing down of Parliament
last year meant that we were denied the oppor-
tunity of saying farewell to Hon. Graham
MacKinnon. I believe he is one of the best
parliamentary orators I have heard. Love him
or hate him, one could never ignore him. He
was a great source of encouragement and help
to members on both sides of the Chamber. We
shall certainly miss his barbs and I am certain
that we received as many or at least a fair
portion of them on this side of the Chamber as
well. We wish him and Mary well and I know
we shall see them from time to time when they
return from their trip.

Peter Wells is a sad loss to the Chamber.
Hon. Lyla Elliott was also a member who
contributed with great dignity and feeling to
the proceedings in Parliament and in our way
we shall miss her.

I apologise if I have missed any retiring
members.

Hon. S. M. Piantadosi: Do you miss Mr
Oliver?

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: No, he makes his
contribution.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: He is still here getting on
your wick over Midland and that will give you
grief.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I think the wick has
burned out-

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Members opposite
can be as scathing as they like but when Mr
Oliver gets his teeth into a subject they will not
get away unscathed.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Once he gets his teeth into
something you can't get him to open his mouth.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: He is only gathering
his Strength and he will come back at the
Government all the harder. Members opposite
can laugh all they like but they would do well to

take notice of what he is trying to tell them. He
has a great deal to tell members opposite and
they have a great deal to learn from him.

Hon. D. K. Dans: I picked up what he is
trying to tell us and I appreciate it.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Mr Piantadosi is known
to go to sleep in the Chamber.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH: Mr Oliver is gather-
ing his strength and members apposite will rue
the day that he does so because there is a great
deal of truth in what he said and many more
questions need to be asked about the matter.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: I will wake Mr Oliver in
time for the adjournment debate.

Hon. W. N. STRETCH:, We look forward to
the continuation of the debate so that we can
get to those questions. I conclude my remarks.

The PRESIDENT: Order! When I call order
it means I want honourable members to come
to order because I wish to say something. I am
quite disturbed at the references that have been
made in the last five or 10 minutes to a couple
of colleagues. It is unbecoming of members to
make these frivolous remarks that are recorded
in Hansard. The day will come and members
do not know how quickly that will be when
they may well be in the same boat. I am a great
believer in the old biblical reference, "He that
is without sin among you, let him first cast a
stone... "

I suggest to honourable members that they
can spend their time much more profitably
listening to each other speak and refraining
from making facetious remarks about the cur-
rent attitude of one or two members from time
to time.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon. V. ..
Ferry.

MINING (VALIDATION AND
AMENDMENT) BILL

Assembly's Message
Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the amend-
ment made by the Council.

FINANCIALL ADMINISTRATION AND
AUDIT AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly;, and, on mo-
tion by Hon. J. M. Berinson (Minister for
Budget Management), read a first time.
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Second Reading
HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central

Metropolitan-Minister for Budget Manage-
ment) [5.40 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Since the Financial Administration and Audit
Act was passed last year, other legislation has
been passed which created or abolished statu-
tory authorities and it is appropriate that these
changes be recognised in that Act.

Also since then and in anticipation of its
operating from I July, the opportunity has
been taken to further review the Act and, as a
consequence, some areas have been identified
where refinements are warranted.

In the light of these developments this Bill
has been prepared to amend the principal Act.

Recognition of the recently created or
abolished statutory authorities is achieved by
way of additions to, or deletions from, schedule
1 of the Act.

Accordingly, the Bill proposes to add to
schedule I the following-

the Authority for Intellectually Handi-
capped Persons;

the Construction Industry Long Service
Leave Payment Board;

the State Planning Commission;
the Burswood Park Board;
the Western Australian Fire Brigade

Disablement Benefits Board;,
the Western Australian Fire Brigade

Superannuation Board; and
the Western Australian Meat Marketing

Corporation.
The statutory authorities which the Bill pro-
poses to delete from schedule 1, comprise-

the Commissioner for Transport;
the Distressed Persons Relief Trust;
the Metropolitan Region Planning

Austhority; and
the Western Australian Lamb Marketing

Board.
In addition it is proposed that the Western
Australian Art Gallery Board be deleted and re-
included under its correct name; that is the
Board of the Art Gallery of Western Australia.

The review of the Act has revealed that the
administrative arrangements for reporting
which are to apply to departments and statu-
tory authorities, could not be applied to the
departments which constitute Parliament, the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrat-

ive Investigations, and the Office of the Audi-
tor General. These bodies have been identified
as having a reporting responsibility direct to
Parliament, rather than through a Minister,
and an appropriate mechanism is necessary to
provide for this different situation.

The Bill therefore proposes, through sched-
ule IA, to modify sections of the Act to facili-
tate a reporting function by an accountable
officer direct to Parliament instead of through
a Minister. However, in all other respects the
modified sections follow closely the require-
ments imposed on departments and statutory
authorities, subject to the main body of the
Act.

Reporting by the departments of Parliament
and the Parliametary Commissioner for Ad-
ministrative Investigations is provided for in
pant I, and the Office of the Auditor General in
pant II of schedule IA.

The review of the principal Act has also
revealed that, in the areas which deal with re-
ceipt, banking, and investment of moneys and
the custody and control of property, it would
be appropriate to introduce amendments to
provide added clarity and consistency.

Advice from the Crown Law Department is
that, as the Act now stands, there is uncertainty
in the areas concerned, as to whether public
moneys include moneys of a statutory auth-
ority and a similar doubt exists in regard to
public property.

To ensure that as intended in the Act, statu-
tory authorities are covered, the Bill proposes
amendments to the definitions in section 3,
which provide the necessary distinctions be-
tween the money and property of the State and
a statutory authority.

As a consequence of the proposed new defi-
nition, there is a need to introduce a number of
further amendments throughout the Act. Most
of these are merely flow-on changes of a techni-
cal nature and include amendments to division
1, Treasurer's Accounts; division 3, bank ac-
counts; division 6, receipt of public moneys;
and division 8, investment of private moneys.

The proposed amendments to sections 40
and 41 of division 8 are relatively more exten-
sive than the others of this type, however, they
are necessary in order to make adequate pro-
vision for the prudent investment of moneys of
a statutory authority and other moneys, held by
the State or a statutory authority.

Section 40 of the existing Act, when coupled
with the definitional problems in respect of
moneys, has been found to be limited, in that it
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provides only for the investment of moneys
actually held by the Treasurer.

A broader application was originally
intended, to allow statutory authorities power
to invest their own moneys and any private
funds held by them, in the many cases where
the legislation of authorities is silent in this
regard.

The Bill, therefore, proposes to restore the
original aim, by amending section 40 to make
it quite clear that the Treasurer may invest
such moneys held by him, or he may authorise
a statutory authority to do so in relation to
moneys in its custody.

The amendments proposed to section 41
flow from the widening of section 40 and
merely provide for the distribution of invest-
ment revenue under the broader circum-
stances.

The remainder of the amendments contained
in the Bill are of a minor nature serving to tidy
up the legislation and remove possible
ambiguities in some areas.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon. V. 3.

Ferry.

ACTS AMENDMENT (FINANCIAL
ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT) BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on mo-

tion by Hon. J. M. Berinson (Minister for
Budget Management), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central

Metropolitan-Minister for Budget Manage-
ment) [5.45 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Acts Amendment (Financial
Administration and Audit) Bill 1986 is part of
the legislative package which is aimed at
having everything in place for the Financial
Administration and Audit Act to operate from
I July this year.

Members will recall that in the last session,
legislation was passed to amend the Acts of
some 161 authorities which will become sub-
ject to the provisions of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act.

During the last session, legislation was also
passed creating six new bodies, and it is now
necessary that they be made subject to the re-
quirements of the Financial Administration

and Audit Act. The legislation involved
comprised-

the Authority for Intellectually Handi-
capped Persons Act;

the Construction Industry Portable Paid
Long Service Leave Act;

the Fire Brigades Superannuation Act;

the State Planning Commission Act;

the Taxi-Car Control Act; and

the Acts Amendment and Repeal
(Transport Co-Ordination) Act.

This Bill therefore proposes to repeal the ac-
counting, audit, and reporting provisions
within the legislation of the new bodies and
make appropriate amendments to provide the
necessary linkage to the Financial
Administration and Audit Act.

The Bill also proposes amendments to sched-
ule I of the Acts Amendment (Financial
Administration and Audit) Act 1985 to take
account of certain legislation which was
repealed in the last session of Parliament. The
Acts concerned were-

the Distressed Persons Relief Trust Act
1973;

the Health Education Council Act 1958;

the State Transport Co-ordination Act
198 1;

the Taxi-cams (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Act 1963; and

the Transport Act 1966.

It is therefore proposed to remove reference to
them from the schedule.

Other measures in the Bill include-

(i) the provision of authority for the
Anzac Day Trust and the Grain Pool
of WA to continue to report on
financial year ends of 31 December
and 31 October respectively; and

(ii) the repeal of a section in the Local
Government Superannuation Act
1980 to enable the Auditor General to
form an opinion in accordance with
Australian audit practices.

In the main, the Bill represents merely a
tidying-up exercise, and I commend it to the
House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon. V. J.
Ferry.
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TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION
AMENDMENT DILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on mo-

tion by Hon. D. K. Dans (Leader of the House),
read a first lime.

Second Reading
HON. D. K. DANS (South Metropolitan-

Leader of the House) [5.49 p.m.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Members would be aware of the impontance to
all Western Australians of maintaining our
road system throughout the State. In a State as
large as Western Australia, with part of our
population very thinly spread throughout the
country areas, the standard of our road system
for both the transport of goods and the mo-
bility of people is extremely important.

One of the major methods of raising funds
for the maintenance of these road systems is
the issue of business franchise (petroleum
products) licences to oil companies carrying on
the business of wholesaling petroleum goods in
Western Australia.

The fees collected from these licences are
based on a small annual fixed fee, together with
an amount per litre of wholesaled motor spirit
and diesel fuel.

Annual licences issued for the period 10 July
to June each year attract fees based on the
actual sales that took place during the preced-
ing assessment period, April to March, each
year.

This method of an annual fixed fee, plus a
fee based on previous sales, has worked well
since the introduction of these licences in 1979.

However, as a result of the rationalisation of
wholesaling petroleum products in WA by
some oil companies, the present system does
create an inequitable situation within the in-
dustry. Any rationalisation by these companies
in drastically reducing their sales in the forth-
coming licence period, or withdrawing from
the marketplace during the period of an annual
licence, will result in them still paying fees
based on an historical sales period. These sales
would of course be much higher than the cur-
rent sales and, as a result, the company would
be placed in a very difficult situation.

Conversely, if a company withdraws from
the marketplace prior to the issue of an annual
licence period commencing on I July in any
year, the revenue based on the preceding as-
sessment period, April to March, will not be

passed on to the Government in the following
licence period, July to June. Naturally this
would have a dramatic effect on maintaining
our road programme during that year.

To address such inequitable events, the
proposed amendments to the Transport Co-
ordination Act provide for the assessment
period of these licences and the actual licence
period to be brought closer together, as is the
case in the Eastern States.

For practical reasons, the licences will then
be issued monthly, with the assessment month
being that month, two months earlier. In other
words, the licence fee for the month of July will
be based on sale volumes during the preceding
May.

This amended procedure goes a long way
towards addressing the problems that I have
explained in the current method of assessment
and retains the original principle of assessing
fees, as first introduced in this Act in 1979.

The proposed amendments will bring the
Western Australian licensing system into line
with that of Governments in the Eastern States,
which of course will be another benefit to the
national oil companies that have centralised
their administration function in one State.

I am sure members will agree that this pro-
posal is not only worthwhile in ensuring a con-
tinuity or road funds, but that it also introduces
an equitable solution to this existing legislation
to meet the changes brought about by the
rationalisation of the fuel industry.

Rationalisation by the oil companies is
ongoing. We have already seen Mobil Oil
Australia Ltd drastically reduce its involve-
ment in Western Australia and Esso Australia
Ltd has indicated that it intends to withdraw
from the marketplace at the end of this month.

No doubt there will be further rationalisation
within the industry throughout the various
States as these competitive companies jockey
for the best position.

The current legislation does not allow the oil
companies the flexibility of making such
rationalisation decisions on sound commercial
grounds. An oil company which withdraws
from the marketplace early in an annual licence
period would face paying a full year's licence
fee, yet only trade for a portion of that time.
Therefore the existing legislation encourages oil
companies to withdraw from wholesaling pet-
roleum products at the end of a licence period,
30 June.
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Under the existing legislation where an oil
company ceases business at 30 June, the
Government is denied the new licence fee. The
existing procedure of licence fees, based on his-
torical sales, will not be shown in the sales
figures of other companies until the following
April, and it will not be passed on to the
Government until the following licence period
commencing July.

To protect the interests of this State, it is
essential that the current legislation be
amended to enable the uninterrupted flow of

revenue for road funding to ensure road works
programmes are maintained. The proposed
amendments are essential and equitable to the
legislation introduced by members opposite in
1979.

I comnmend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon. C. J.
Bell.

House adjourned at 5.54 p. m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MINERAL: PHOSPHATE
Alternative Supply

1. Hon. H. W, GAYFER, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

As it is expected that Christmas Island
has only five years' supply of phos-
phatic rock left, what alternatives
have been investigated to supply
Western Australian needs and when
will they be on stream?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
World-wide there are many large de-
posits of high grade rock phosphate.
Supplies are readily available from
Morocco, Jordan, Florida, and
Senegal. Only one-third of Western
Australia's present requirement comes
from Christmas Island. It is antici-
pated that when this source is no
longer available it will be replaced
without increased costs from other
sources.
The Mt Weld deposit near Laverton is
being investigated as a possible source
which could meet all of WA's require-
ments. The Duchess deposit in
Queensland is also available but
transport costs to Western Australia
are high.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: SOUTH
WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Personnel
30. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for The
South West:

With regard to the South West Devel-
opment Authority, will the Minister
furnish a list of-
(a) the names of all executives and

other staff, and the positions they
hold; and

(b) the names of all members of com-
mittees, subcommittees and ad-
visory committees, and who each
person represents?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(a) Dr E. C. Manea-Director-Cbairman

Mr K. J. Strapp-Deputy Director-
Deputy Chairman
Sister G. Yeoman-Board member

Mr V. Paparo-General manager
Mr K. Fisher-Executive officer
Mr P. Greaves-Marketing manager
Mr 0. Prosser-Project consultant
Mrs J. Payton-Community develop-
ment officer
Mrs V. Lewis-Research officer
Mr J. Cydesdale-Assistant research
off icer
Mr P. Murray-District officer
(north)
Mr L. Couzens-Project officer
Mrs B. Fisher-Accounts-salaries
clerk
Mrs M. Thomson-Secretary
Mrs J. Richardson-Secretary
Miss K Neilson-Typistrecepzionist
Mrs M. Hoogendyk-Typistl recep-
tionist

(b) South West Development Authority
advisory committee:
Mr J. Mumme-Chairman
Mr 1. Robertson-Member
Mr J. Guilfoyle-Member
Mr W. Ullinger-Member
Mr D. Van Gent-Member
Mr J. Bovell-Member
Mr David Reid-Member
Mr J. Guthrie-Member
Mr M. Turner-Member
Mr P. Fennessy-Member
Mr D. Tuckey-Member
Sir D. Eckerstey-Member
MrS. Towie-Member
Mr M. Willis-Member
Advisory committee subcommittees:
Primary products subcommittee:
J. Bovell-Convener
I. Towie
M. Wills
M. Turner
0. Eckersley
General products subcommittee:
J. Guthrie-Convener
J. Guilfoyle
1. Robertson
W. Ullinger
Recreation and tourism
subcommittee:
D. Reid-Convener
D. Van Gent
D. Tuckey
P. Fennessy
Human resources committee:
Mrs M. Graham-Chairperson
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Mrs L. Mincham-Member
Mrs F. Needham-Member
Mrs L. Reid-Member
Mrs R. Read-Member
Mrs T. Michael-Member
Mrs N. Brogden-Member
Mr i. Sherwood-Member
ArT. O'Loughlin-Member
Dr J. Goldacre-Member
Mr 1. Conaon-Member
Dr R. Jarvis-Member
Mrs R. Hannon-Member
Mr Jack Guthrie, SWDA advisory
committee, specifically represents
south-west local government. All other
members on SWDA advisory com-
mittee and human resources com-
mittee are selected by the Minister for
The South West in accordance with
section 30, South West Development
Authority Act 1984.

TOURISM: YEAR OF THE VISITOR
Concert: Sponsor

45. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Premier:
(1) When were the sponsors approached

for the "Year of the Visitor" concert?
(2) What were the amounts of sponsor-

ship of the Government or semi-
government bodies?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Sponsors were first approached in

October 1985.
(2) Details of overall sponsorship for the

WA Events Foundation have not been
finalised.

AGED PERSONS: SENIOR CITIZENS
CENTRE

Collie: Construction

47. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for The
South West:

With regard to the Senior Citizens
Centre in Collie-
(1) Has a site been chosen?
(2) Have plans been drawn up?
(3) When is it expected tenders will

be let?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) to (3) The.South West Development

Authority has recently requested the
Building Management Authority to
examine all aspects of this proposal.

DAIRYING: KERIN PLAN
WA Farmers: Cost

56. Hon. C. J. BELL, to the Leader of
House representing the Minister
Agriculture:

the
for

As the "Kerin Plan" which affects the
dairy industry has passed Federal Par-
liament, will the Minister inform the
House-
(1) Wha will be the cost to WAdairy

farmers?
(2) What plans has he to stop Eastern

States intrusion into the fresh
milk industry

(3) Does he intend to increase the
price of milk so that farmers are
not financially ruined by the Fed-
eral levy?

(4) What concessions did he achieve
for WA in his negotiations with
Mr Kerin?

Hon. 0. K DANS replied:
(1) The Dairy Authority estimates that

the market support levy proposed by
the Australian Dairy Corporation will
cost WA dairy farmers about $3.3
million in a full year based on an
annual milk production of 245 million
litres, or, on average, about $5 500 per
dairy farmer.

(2) and (3) The Commonwealth Consti-
tution guarantees free trade between
the States. However the Dairy Auth-
ority will be closely monitoring the ef-
fects of the new Federal dairy scheme
on local dairy farmers and the WA
dairy industry generally. There are
expected to be revenue losses and
pins to the WA dairy industry under
the new Federal scheme. The Govern-
ment will continue to press the Feder-
al Government to explore means
whereby the levy paid in WA is
returned to WA industry.
The question of industry margins in
the milk price structure is the subject
of ongoing review by the authority's
independent prices committee, and
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the question of price rise will be con-
sidered in that context.

(4) This State's argument for economi-
cally rational treatment for WA under
the Federal dairy scheme was
acknowledged but discounted by
Canberra on the grounds; that the new
arrangements achieved a reasonable
balance on equity considerations.

The WA position has been clearly
registered with the Federal Minister
and the State that the WA Govern-
ment would take steps to invoke the
so-called "comfort clause" should
Eastern States milk or dairy produce
be dumped in WA threatening the
continuity of supply of local fresh milk
or other fresh dairy produce.

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND

Sale: Discussions

61. Hon. NEIL OLIVER, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

Were discussions held regarding the
sale and closure of the Midland
saleyards with the-

(a) Midland and Districts Chamber
of Commerce;

(b)- Primary Industries Association;
and

(c) Pastoralists and Graziers Associ-
ation?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

There is no question of closing the
Midland saleyards. The salcyards will
operate at Midland for the foreseeable
future.

No discussions were held with the
Midland and Districts Chamber of
Commerce representatives but the
PIA and PGA were briefed on the sale.

GRAIN: "AUSTRALIAN GRAIN
MARKETING ACHIEVING LOWER

COSTS"

Suggestions

71. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the
House representing the
Agriculture:

Leader of the
Minister for

(1) Has the Minister or his department
studied the booklet *,Australian Grain
Marketing Achieving Lower Costs" by
Dennis Hussey?

(2) If so, is it intended to put into practice
any of the suggestions regarding hand-
ling and transport savings?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) No.

There are three important studies in
progress, or planned, concerned with
grain storage handling and
transport-

(i) A national committee concerned
with lowering "off farm" costs of
wheat handling to report shortly
to the standing committee on
agriculture;

(ii) a transport strategy committee Set
up by the Western Australian
Government to formulate a least
cost system of getting grain from
farms onto ships; it is expected to
report in 1987;

(iii) a Federal-State Royal Com-
mission into grain storage hand-
ling and transport, which will
commence as soon as all States
agree.

These studies are expected to provide
the information needed to formulate
Government policy in these areas.

(2) Apart from initiating and/or
cooperating in the abovementioned
studies the Burke Government has
taken steps which have dramatically
turned around the grain rail freight
cost spiral under the previous Govern-
ment. Port charges have similarly
been brought under control.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: "BUNBURY
2000"

Launching: Second Stage

72. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for The
South West:
(1) How many people attended a dinner

function at the Lighthouse Inn,
Bunbury, to launch the second stage of
the "Bunbury 2000" development
strategy?

(2) What was the cost of that function?
(3) From what source of funding was the

cost of the function paid?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) 300.
(2) $11 150.30.
(3) South West Development Authority

through Consolidated Revenue Fund.

AGRICULTURE
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation:

Funding
74. Hon. W. N. STRETCH, to the Leader of

the House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is the Minister aware that some

farmers who received approval for
loans from the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation-RAFCOR-n
January, February, and March of this
year are still awaiting the arrival of the
funds so approved?

(2) Is he further aware that most of the
above farmers have been forced to
borrow bridging finance to finance
their cropping programmes?

(3) Is he also aware of the financial loss
occasioned by delayed planting of
crops, and that such losses are the out-
come of the failure to receive cropping
programme funds in time to schedule
fertiliser deliveries, and the purchase
of sprays, points, and fuel needed for
their operations?

(4) What steps has the Minister taken in
the last three weeks to expedite the
flow of funds to approved borrowers?

(5) In view of the bottleneck in the securi-
ties verification side of the RAFCOR
loan process, will the Minister con-
sider-

(a) releasing 50 per cent of approved
RAFCQR funding as soon as a
loan is approved when a delay in
funding will cause obvious hard-
ship; and

(b) accept that the statutory declar-
ation signed by all RAFCOR ap-
plicants with regard to the tenure
of their farms be sufficient tem-
porary security to cover such ad-
vances mentioned in (a) above?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Yes. Under the rural adjustment

scheme there are seven applicants
where the disbursement of funds has
not been arranged. One is for farm
build-up where the balance of funds
needed to effect the transaction has
not been arranged. Six relate to debt
reconstruction; two applicants having
not returned security documents sent
to them on 30 April and 2 May; one
waiting for consents from the Main
Roads Department and Defence Ser-
vices Homes; one involving priority
with a trading bank; one having been
returned without proper signing; and
one requiring the production of cer-
tificate of title.
There are three applicants under the
natural disaster relief arrangements
emergency relief loans (drought)
where the disbursement of funds has
not been arranged. One case involves
a deceased estate; one case where the
applicant altered the security docu-
ments without reference to the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation
necessitating the preparation of a new
set of documents; and one requiring
the production of certificate of title.
Requirements under the special carry-
on loan scheme mean the disburse-
ment of funds can be delayed. This
particularly involves negotiations be-
tween applicants, the corporation, and
other financiers, and the production
of a cash-flow budget demonstrating
the ability to complete a farm pro-
gramme for the year. Of 47 appli-
cations conditionally approved during
January, February, and March, the
disbursement of funds has been
arranged for 23 applicants with a
further eight to be arranged before the
close of business on 20 June 1986 and
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four during the week ending 27 June
1986. For the 12 remaining cases de-
tails are: five are still subject to nego-
tiation; four involve the return of se-
curity documents with one case out-
standing since 12 May; one involves
the description of plant for a bill of
sale; one where the corporation has
not received a response from the ap-
plicant to its letter of advice; and one
requiring the production of certificate
of title.

(2) No. Advice has not been received to
show that to be the case. Some farmers
have had to make arrangements for
financial accommodation in excess of
their seasonal borrowing limits to
complete their cropping programme.
Others have relied on trade credit and
accommodation within approved
seasonal borrowing limits which
would otherwise reach peak require-
ments in October/December.

(3) It has been established by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture that delays in
completing a cropping programme can
lead to reduced yields with a conse-
quent effect on prain income. Factors
other than the disbursement of funds
from the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation can delay a crop-
ping programme. in some cases funds
provided by the corporation will mean
the difference between a crop being
planted and a crop not being planted.

In extreme cases, applicants can ar-
range with the corporation a means to
ensure the supply of fertiliser, spmays,
parts, and fuel where that need exists.
The corporation may come to a satis-
factory understanding with supplies to
facilitate the supply of these inputs,
with the agreement of the affected ap-
plicant.

(4) The importance of providing seasonal
finance, particularly those funds made
available under the special carry-on
loan scheme, is well recognised. This
recognition has meant steps were
taken before the last three weeks to
expedite the flow of funds.

Additional staff have been tempor-
arily engaged in the consulting section
to expedite negotiations between ap-

plicants and other financiers and to
examine requests for increased
priorities from other financiers. Re-
quests for increased priorities usually
come after the corporation has ap-
proved loans and attended to security
documentation.

Additional staff have been seconded
to the securities section of the corpor-
ation from the Department of Lands
and Surveys and the R & I Bank. The
Commonwealth Development Bank
also provided a securities draftperson
to the corporation during May to ex-
pedite the completion of security
documentation. A person in the sec-
tion has the full-time task of chasing
other organisations and people to en-
sure the time taken to register security
documents is minimised. However,
the answer to (1) above indicates cur-
rent delays are beyond the control Of
the corporation.

The administrator of the corporation
attends weekly meetings with me and
he is monitoring approved loans with
a view to achieving the earliest dis-
bursement of funds.

(5) (a) This matter has been examined
along with suggestions from the
Primary Industry Association to
provide for the partial or full re-
lease of funds before the required
security documents are registered
at the Office of Titles and, where
necessary, the Corporate Affairs
Office;

(b) the declaration does not provide
an adequate guarantee as to the
legal entity of the owner of the
land or to the applicant's legal
ability to offer the land as secur-
ity; the ability of the land to pro-
vide adequate security for ad-
vances made by the corporation is
similarly not guaranteed, particu-
larly where the applicant does not
have full understanding of the
legal implications of encum-
brances existing against the title
to that land.
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MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC
AFFAIRS

Community Grants Programme: Funding
85. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for

Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Which 23 ethnic groups received

funds under the community grants
programme of the Multicultural and
Ethnic Affairs Commission?

(2) What was the amount in each case?
(3) Will she provide the names and

addresses of the officers to whom
grants were sent?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) and (2) 22 groups received funds

under the community grants pro-
gramme of the Multicultural and Eth-
nic Affairs Commission. These were:
Community Group $

Chilean Welfare Assoc ........... 1000.00
Women's Health Care House .... 1000.00
Khmer Assoc ofWA (Inc)........ 1000.00
Thai Australian Assoc ............ 1000.00
Hedland Ethnic Advisory Coun-

cil.................................I 000.00
WA Estonian Women's Club .... 119.90
Marangamo House Manage-

ment Committee...............I 000.00
Congregation of Vietnamese

Buddhists....................... 1000.00
Old Austria Club.................. 1000.00
Swedish Club of WA .............. 740.00
Disability Resource Centre of

WA.............................. 1000.00
Womens Health Service..........1 000D.00
Christmas and Cocos Island's

Welfare Assoc .................. 1000.00
Collie Aboriginal Advancement

Assoc .............................. 901.00
Migrant Women's Interest Com-

mittee........................... 1000.00
Central Midland's Aboriginal

Progress Association ........... 894.,00
Mauritian Assoc of WA........... 800.00
Seychelles Australian Associ-

ation .............................. 349.00
Macedonian United Society of

WA..............................I 000.'00
Greek Orthodox Welfare Assoc 1 000.00
Polish Youth Assoc............... 1000.00
WA Maltese Australian Club .... 1000.00

(3) Grants were made to organisations,
not individual officers, and cheques
were made payable to the organis-
ations listed above. These were
provided in cheque form at a public
function to representatives of the
above organisations.

SPORT AND RECREATION
Count ryA reas: Inquiry

87. Hon. P. 0. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) Is the Government involved in the in-

quiry into sport in country areas being
conducted by the WA Sports Council?

(2) Who, apart from pistol champion
Julie Aitken, is involved in the in-
quiry?

(3) If (1) is "Yes", can the Minister advise
when the report is due for completion?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(I) Yes. The WA Sports Council has been

established as the peak advisory body
on the needs of sport in WA.
The Government has provided the
funds to enable the Sports Council to
conduct a review of country sport.

(2) The other members of the country
sport committee involved in the re-
view are Mr Bill Sandilands and Mrs
Wendy Pritchard. The committee has
engaged Gary Bryant and Associates
to carry out the review.

(3) Mid-August.
It is surprising that the member is not
already aware of the details relating to
the review as they have received wide-
spread publicity throughout the
country regions of Western Australia.

AMERICA'S CUP
Media Accreditation

91. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister
with special responsibility for the
America's Cup:

I refer to the Premier's comments in
The Australian of 27 May over the
issue of media coverage of the
America's Cup and ask-
(1) Has the Minister yet found ways

"i which the Government might
exercise control" over the matter
of accreditation of media rep-
resentatives?

(2) If so, with what result?
(3) Has any agreement been reached

with Royal Perth Yacht Club?
(4) If so, what is the nature of the

agreement or compromise?
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Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) to0(4) 1 am advised that the problems
between media and the Royal Perth
Yacht Club have been resolved and
the disputed accreditation require-
ments modified in a mutually satisfac-
tory manner.

MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC
AFFAIRS

Interpreter-translator Service: Establishment

92. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:

I refer to the Multicultural and Ethnic
Affairs Commission's proposal for a
central interpreter and translator ser-
vice to be established on a State-wide
basis and ask-

(I) What numbers of interpreters-
translators are envisaged?

(2) What is the estimated cost of set-
ting up the service?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) and (2) To assist the Government in
deciding whether or not a central in-
terpreter and translator service should
be established in the near future, the
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Com-
mission produced a document entitled
"A Proposal for a State Interpreter
and Translator Service for Western
Australia" and invited public com-
ment.

The document identifies two possible
models-

(a) It is envisaged that in Model A,
10 full-time and 10 part-time in-
terpreters-translators will be
employed.

(b) It is envisaged that in Model B,
20 full-time and I5 part-time in-
terpreters-translators will be
employed.

The expected costs would be-

(a) $700 000 (Model A)

(b) $1 055 000 (Model B)

The information which the member
seeks is to be found in appendix I of
the document.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS

Old Brewery: "Ship" "Lights

93. I-on. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Planning:

I refer to the old Swan Brewery site
and ask-

(1) Is the Minister aware of the
whereabouts of the network of
lights in the shape of a ship that
once illuminated the side of the
brewery?

(2) Will the Government consider a
suggestion of one of my constitu-
ents to see if those lights can be
re-erected elsewhere in a niverside
location in time for the America's
Cup?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Reuse of the lights has been
investigated but owing to extensive
vandalism, theft, and the flimsy
nature of the lighting structure, re-
erection of these lights elsewhere is
not an economic proposition.

TRAFFIC: PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

Carlisle: Elderly Persons
95. Hon.P.0. PENDAL, to the Leaderof the

House representing the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

(1) Has the Minister received any ap-
proach for the creation of a crosswalk
in Starr Street, Carlisle outside the re-
tired and elderly persons establish-
ment?

(2) If so, what has been the department's
response?

(3) If not, will he now investigate the
suggestion?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) No record of any request having been
made through the Minister's Office, or
Police Department.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Investigations will commence on re-
ceipt of request. However, normal
procedure would be to make any ap-
plication through local council.
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EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Millen: Carpark

101. Hon. P.OG. PENDAL, to the Minister far
Community Services representing the
Minister for Education:

(1) Why have repeated requests by the
Millen primary school principal for a
staff carpark on schoolgrounds been
ignored?

(2) If the carpark cannot be provided dur-
ing the current financial year, would
the Minister at least give information
on its priority on the funding list?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) and (2) Funding has not been avail-
able to enable this project to be
undertaken as priority goes to the pro-
vision of classrooms for additional en-
rolments.

SPORT AND RECREATION

WA Body Building Association: Recognition

102. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Does the Department of Sport and
Recreation recognise the WA Body
Building Association as a sporting
body?

(2) If not, why not, especially as some
chess and dart organisations receive
recognition as sporting bodies?

(3) Will the Minister have this situation
reviewed so that Body Building As-
sociation members can become. eli-
gible to apply for Government
subsidies to attend international and
national competitions?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) No.

(2) The decision was based on advice
from the WA sports Council which
did not consider body building met
the definition of sport.

(3) 1 consider the advice of the Sports
Council to be appropriate at this stage
but should circumstances change sig-
nificantly I am prepared, to give
further consideration to the Body
Building Association's application.

TOURISM

Japanese Tourists: Visas

105. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:

(1) Has the Minister made any represen-
tations to the Federal Government for
Japanese tourists to be allowed to en-
ter Australia on a basis similar to New
Zealanders-that is, without the need
for visas?

(2) If so, what has been the result?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) and (2) 1 advise the question has been
referred to the Minister for Tourism
for reply to the member.

LAND: TRANSFERS

Act:-Reprint

106. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Lands:

(1) Is the Attorney General aware that the
Transfer of Land Act has been out of
print for some considerable time?

(2) What is the reason for this situation?

(3) When will the Act be reprinted and
available to members of the public
who are currently inconvenienced by
its unavailability?

Hon. KAY HALLAH-AN replied:

(1) to (3) The member is perhaps not
aware that a Bill for a new Act entitled
the Land Titles Act 1985 was laid on
the table during 1985 pending com-
ment from the legal fraternity and the
industry on its provisions.

The intent is to bring down the new
Act during the autumn session of Par-
liament 1987, and it is apparent that
although there may be a level of incon-
venience to the public in the mean-
time, a costly reprint of the Transfer
of Land Act may be uneconomic.

The position is currently being
reviewed.
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AMERICA'S CUP

Overseas Visitors: Visa Applications

108. Hon. P.G. PENDAL, to the Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the promise
of the Federal Minister for Immi-
gration in The West Australian of 5
April 1986 that his department would
streamline the overseas processing of
visa applications from intending
America's Cup visitors?

(2) Does he acknowledge that such
streamlining should apply in any case,
not just for the cup?

(3) Will the Minister convey that view to
Mr Hurford?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) to (3) 1 advise the question has been
referred to the Minister for Tourism
for reply to the member.

AMERICA'S CUP

Overseas Visitors: Visa Applications

109. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister
with special responsibility for the
America's Cup:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the promise
of the Federal Minister for Immi-
gration in The West Australian of 5
April 1986 that his department would
streamline the overseas processing of
visa applications from intending
America's Cup visitors?

(2) Does he acknowledge that such
streamlining should apply in any case,
not just for the cup?

(3) Will the Minister convey that view to
Mr Hurford?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.

SPORT AND RECREATION: DISABLED
ATHLETES

Overseas Competitions: Assistance
110. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for

Community Services representing the
Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) What funding has been allocated by

the Minister's department to disabled
athletes competing overseas in each of
the past five years?

(2) Is he aware of, and does he acknowl-
edge, the special difficulties faced by
disabled sportsmen and women in
attracting private sponsorship?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) Grants for overseas travel

ance-Disabled Athletes.
assist-

1985-86 WA Disabled Sports Associ-
ation: ENGLAND; $4 500.
1984-85 WA Disabled Sports Associ-
ation: ENGLAND; $1 600.
USA; $2 805.
1984-85 WA Sports Association of
and for the Blind: FRANCE; $1 600.
1983-84 WA Sports Association of
and for the Blind: NEW YORK;
$2 000.
OVERSEAS; $3 400.
TOTAL GRANTS $15 905.
Prior to 1983 funding was minimal for
this purpose.

(2) In particular circumstances pertaining
to disabled sports, people have been
well recognised by my Government
which has provided special assistance
to the WA Disabled Spants Associ-
ation including the allocation of
$72 000 to enable the association to
employ a full-time development
officer.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Beldon: Undercover Area

11l4. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received a request

from the Beldon P & C Association for
the Provision of an undercover area at
the school?

(2) When can it be expected that this fa-
cility will be provided?
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H-on. KAY H-ALLAHAN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) When the next stage of classroom ad-
ditions is made.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: "BUNBURY
2000"

Brochure: Photographer

119. Hon. V. J1. FERRY, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for The
South West:

(I) What was the criterion for including
photographs of certain members of
Parliament in the elaborate "Bunbury
2000-the shape of things to come"?

(2) IHow many brochures were printed?

(3) What was the cost of the brochures?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(I) Those members of Parliament who as-
sisted in the implementation of the
first stage of the "Bunbury 2000" pro-
gramme were acknowledged by the
Minister in his foreword.

(2) Initial run was 1 000.

Reprints 2 000.

(3) $31 500.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Department: Staff

125. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Sport and Recreation:

How many people were employed
with the Department of Sport and
Recreation as at-

(a) 30 June 1985; and

(b) 31 May 1986 at

(i) Bunbury;

(ii) all other centres of the south-
west, each detailed separ-
ately?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(a) (i) Bunbury Regional Office 4;

(ii) Tone River Recreational Camp 2
Lewana (Balingup) Recreational
Camp I
Wellington Mills (Collie) Rec-
reational Camp I
Myalup Recreational Camp 1;

(b) (i) Bunbury Regional Office 6;
(ii) Tone River Recreational Camp 2;

Lewana (Balingup) Recreational
Camp I
Wellington Mills (Collie) Rec-
reational Camp 2
Myalup Recreational Camp 1.

HOUSING
Homeswen:. Staff

126. I-on. V. J. FERRY, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Housing:

How many people were employed
with Homeswest as at-
(a) 30 June 1985; and
(b) 31 May 1986 at

(i) Bunbury

(ii) all other centres of the south-
west, each detailed separ-
ately?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(a) and (b) The number of people

employed with Homeswest in the
south-west offices are as follows-

30 June 31 May
85 86

Bunbury

Busselton
Manjimup
Waroona
Harvey
Collie
Mandurab

is 22
2 2

2 2
2 -

- 2

3 3
- 4

The Hanvey office was opened in
January 1986 to replace the Waroona
office.
A new office was opened in Mandurah
in October 1985.
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WORKS
Building Management Authority:- Staff

128. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Minister for
Works and Services:

How many people were employed
with the Building Management Auth-
ority as at-
(a) 3Oiunecl985; and
(b) 31lMayl1986 at

(i) Bunbury;
(ii) all other centres of the south-

west, each detailed separ-
ately?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The only people employed by the
Building Management Authority in
the south-west are stationed at
Bunbury.
As at 30 June 1985, there were nine
Building Management Authority em-
ployees at Bunbury-seven salaried
officers and two wages staff.
As at 31 May 1986, there were again
nine Building Management Authority
employees at Bunbury-seven salar-
ied officers and two wages staff.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
Staff

129. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Consumer Affairs:

How many people were employed
with the Department for Consumer
Affairs as at-
(a) 3O June 1985; and
(b) 31 May 1986 at

(i) Bunbury;
(ii) all other centres of the south-

west, each detailed separ-
ately?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(a) and (b)

(i) One officer pan-time at Bunbury
as at 30 June 1985 and 31 May
1986.

(ii) Nil.
In addition to the officer
employed at Bunbury by the De-
partment for Consumer Affairs,
work is also performed by two ad-
ditional officers at Bunbury and

one at Albany on a shared basis
with the Office of Industrial Re-
lations.

EDUCATION
Schools: Scarborough Electorate

131. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Education:

I refer the Minister to his answer to
question 342 of Tuesday, 19
November 1985, and ask if the infor-
mation sought has been gathered and
whether or not it is now available?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
The material had not been compiled
at the time of the election. Mr Wells is
no longer a member of Parliament.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCES
Six-monthly

132. Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:
(1) Has the option to register a motor ve-

hicle for either six months or twelve
months been discontinued?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) for what classes of motor vehicles;
(b) for what reasons; and
(c) have regulations been amended to

allow same and when were such
regulations tabled?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

SPORT AND RECREATION: LITTLE
ATHLETICS

Interstate Team: Funding.
137. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for

Community Services representing the
Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the Federal

Government has refused to financially
assist the Western Australian Little
Athletics Association to send a State
team to compete in Singapore in
September this year?
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(2) Has any application to financially as-
sist the team been received by the
State Government?

(3) If so, what is the outcome of that ap-
plication?

(4) Is the Minister aware that, without
State Government funding the team's
trip will cost $60 000?

Hon. KAY HALLAH-AN replied:
(I) and (2) Yes.
(3) A grant has already been approved,

and the WA Little Athletics Associ-
ation has been advised accordingly.

(4) Yes.

COURTS
LegalA id. Grants

138. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Attorney
General:
(1) In approximate terms, how much in

State and Commonwealth money has
been granted to applicants for legal aid
in the current financial year?

(2) How many applications have been ap-
proved for such assistance?

(3) How many applications have been
refused?

(4) Is the Attorney General aware that
notwithstanding legal aid money
people continue to miss out because
for various reasons they do not qual-
ify?

(5) Has the Government ever considered
introducing an across-the-board legal
aid insurance scheme in Western
Australia similar to Medibank and
private health insurance?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) Estimated commitment on grants of

aid to the end of May 1986-
State
Commonwealth $5003093

$6469717
The above figures represent assign-
ments to private practitioners. No
commitment is recorded in respect of
assignments to the Director of Legal
Aid to be handled by staff solicitors
under his authority.

(2) 9 340 applications have been ap-
proved to the end of May 1986-
6 318 on assignment to private prac-

titioners and 3 022 on assignment to
the Director of Legal Aid.

(3) 5 817 to the end of May 1986.
(4) Yes.
(5) No.

ARTS
Conservatorium of Music: Establishment

139. IHon. P. G. PEN DAL, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Education:
(1) When was the Conservatorium of Mu-

sic established?
(2) What funding has been made avail-

able to it in each of the financial years
of its operations?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) The Conservatorium of Music was es-
tablished in 1984.

(2) The Conservatorium of Music is an
integral part of the WA Academy of,
Performing Arts. The CRF allotment
to the academy was increased in 1984-
85 by $50 000 for additional positions
in the conservatorium and the full
year flow-on of these positions was
$108 000 in 1985-86.

KARRAKATTA CEMETERY

Catholic Lawn Section
140. Hon. P_ G. PENDAL, to the Attorney

General representing the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) is it correct that the Catholic lawn sec-
tion at Karrakatta can no longer take
new burials?

(2) If so, what alternative arrangements
are being made for people who desire
to be buried in such an environment?

(3) Are the lawn sections of other faiths at
Karrakatta under similar pressures?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) All lawn sections of the Karrakatta
Cemetery are non-denomi national
with the exception of a part set aside
for Jewish burials.

(2) There is no denominational lawn cem-
etery in the metropolitan area.

(3) Answered by (1).
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AGRICULTURE
Pest icide Advisory Committee

147. Hon. W. N. STRETCH, to the Minister
for Community Services representing the
Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Minister name the members

of the pesticide advisory committee,
their occupations, and their academic
qualifications?

(2) Will he name any observers who are
permitted to attend meetings of the
above committee?

(3) What steps are taken to maintain the
commercial confidentiality of new or
other products being discussed?

(4) Has the Minister received requests to
have a suitably qualified consumer
representative other than the present
members added to the pesticide advis-
ory committee?

(5) Will he appoint such a person?
(6) If not, why not?
Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) Chairman-Dr P. Psaila Savona,

medical Practitioner, Health Depart-
ment of Western Australia; Qualifi-
cations: Diploma of Public Health,
Master of Science (Occupational
Medicine), MD, Diploma of Indus-
trial Health, Member of Faculty of
Occupational Medicine Royal College
of Physicians (UK), Fellow of
Australian College of Occupational
Medicine.
Secretary and Member-Mr M.
Cousins, manager, regulatory and in-
spection services, pharmaceutical ser-
vices branch, Health Department of
Western Australia; Qualifications:
Member of Pharmaceutical Society,
Fellow of the Society of Hospital
Pharmacists.
Member-Mr B. Gabbedy, Assistant
Director of Agriculture, Department
of Agriculture; Qualifications: Master
of Veterinary Science, Master of Sci-
ence (Agriculture).
Member-Mr H. Hughes, Acting Di-
rector, Government Chemical
Laboratories; Qualifications: Bachelor
of Science, Associate of the Royal
Australian Chemical Institute, Mem-
ber of the Australian Institute of Agiri-
cultural Science.

(2) Dr B. Kennedy, Department of Con-
servation and Environment.

(3) By restriction to senior Government
officers on a need-to-know basis only.
Such material is kept in a locked situ-
ation.

(4) Yes.

(5) No.

(6) While I strongly support consumer
representation, it would be inappro-
priate for this committee because of
the commercial-in-confidence matters
placed before it. I have to appreciate
the willingness of industry to make
full disclosure of trade secrets to the
committee and respect its fear of un-
witting disclosure.
The primary purpose of the com-
mittee is to protect public health and
experience has shown it has done this
effectively.

IDENTITY CARDS

Introduction: Civil Rights Claims

149. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of
the House representing the Premier:

I refer to the remarks in The West
Australian of 10 June 1986 by Dr
Blewett on the proposed introduction
of an ID card for all Australians and
ask-
(1) Does his Government agree with

Dr Blewett that civil-rights claims
against the card are bourgeois?

(2) Does his Government concur
with Dr Blewett when he says,
"Let me say as a socialist that it is
the interest of the community
that should come before the indi-
vidual right"?

(3) Does his Government agree with
Dr Blewett when he says, "We
shouldn't get too hung up as
socialists on privacy because priv-
acy, in many ways, is a bourgeois
right that is very much associated
with the right to private prop-
caty"?

(4) If these comments do not accord
with State Government policy can
he say which pant it disagrees
with?
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Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) to (4) In my view these questions are

asking for an expression of opinion on
a matter which is beyond my juris-
diction. Furthermore, I have no
knowledge of whether the comments
attributed to Dr IBlewett by the media
were made by Dr Blewett.

EDUCATION
"Evening Star": Costs

152. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Community Services representing the
Minister for Education:

Further to my question 36 of 12 June
1986 about the Evening Star what
were-
(a) the delivery costs;
(b) the import duty; and
(c) the cost of upgrading?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(a) $30 000;
(b) import duty of $84 075 has been

charged; an application for waiver of
the duty is currently being considered
by the Commonwealth Government;

(c) final cost is not determined; the
estimated costs are in the order of
$170000.

ARTS: FILM
"Threads": School Sho wings

153. Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS, to the
Minister for Community Services
representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Was the telemovie Threads shown to

students at Perth Modem School in
December 1985?

(2) What is the classification of the
movie?

(3) What was the average age of the
students who saw the movie?

(4) Was the consent of the parents sought
before the movie was screened?

(5) Prior to the screening of the movie,
was the permission of the copyright
owners sought by-
(a) the school; and
(b) the department?

(6) After the screening of the movie was
the permission of the copyright
owners sought by-

(a) the school; and
(b) the department?

(7) Does the department have the per-
mission of the copyright owners for
future screenings of the telemovie
Threads in Western Australian
schools?

(8) Does the department understand the
"AO" classification of a television
show?

(9) If it does, why did not the department
act in December 1985 to ensure that
there were no further screenings of
"AO' films in its schools?

(10) Will the department ban the use of all
"Rt" and "AO" material in its schools?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) Yes, a portion was shown to a group of

very able science students at the con-
clusion of a series of lessons on
nuclear energy.

(2) AO.
(3) About 14.5 years.
(4) No. In view of the sequence of lessons,

the school did not see it as necessary
to gain permission to show the chosen
extract.

(5) (a) no;
(b) no.

(6) (a) yes;
(b) yes.

(7) No.
(8) Yes.
(9) and (10) The Education Department

continually advises schools on policy
with regard to the treatment of contro-
versial issues, copyright and the classi-
fication of films.
The next such notice will be in the
July edition of the Education Circular.

DEPARTMENT OF SERVICES
.Creation

156. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
for Works and Services:
(1) Has the Department of Services been

created?
(2) If so, on what date?
(3) What are the salary and contingency

costs associated with the establish-
ment of the Department of Services
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for the financial year ending 30 June
1986?

(4) What are the projected salary and con-
tingency costs for the Department of
Services for the year ending 30 June
1987?

Hon. D. K. DAMS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 May 1986.
(3) The estimated salary and contingency

costs for the head office of the new
department to 30 June 1986 are
$92000.

(4) The projected salary and contingency
costs for the head office of the new
department to 30 June 1987 are
$324 000. It is expected that these
costs will be largely offset by savings
in existing agencies coming under con-
trol of the new department.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
In vestment: South-west

158. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for The
South West:

Will the Minister please list undertak-
ings in the south-west of Western
Australia in which the Western
Australian Development Corporation
has, or proposes to take, an interest
showing the financial commitment of
the corporation in each case?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The commercial undertakings of the
WA Development Corporation are a
matter for that organisation. I suggest
the member makes contact with the
corporation in regard to the matter
raised.

AGRICULTURE: FERTILISERS
Ammonia-urea P/ant: Establishment

161. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for The
South West:

What progress is being made towards
the establishment of an ammonia-urea
fertiliser plant in the Bunbury area?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The State Government has contracted
a consortium led by CSBP and
Farmers Ltd to carry out a detailed

feasibility study on the establishment
of an ammonia-urea plant in Western
Australia. As part of this process an
investigation of possible sites at
Bunbury, Geraldton, and Kwinana is
being undertaken.

MINERAL
Uranium: Operations

163. Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to
Attorney General representing
Minister for Minerals and Energy:

the
the

Will the Minister advise-
(1) Whether uranium mining is cur-

rently taking place in Western
Australia?

(2) The locations and names of
uranium prospects which have
been evaluated in Western
Australia during the last 5 years?

(3) Those currently being evaluated?
(4) What is involved in the evalu-

ation process?
(5) Where is the ore treated to ascer-

tain its uranium content?
(6) What is done with the uranium

extracted?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Uranium deposits which have

undergone some stage of evaluation
since June 1981 and which I am able
to disclose without breaching
confidentiality requirements of the
Mining Act are-
(a) Kintyre, 200 kms ESE of

Nullagine;
(b) Manyingee, 80 kmns S of Onslow;
(c) Mulga Rocks, 200 kms ENE of

Kalgoorlie;
(d) Ooboogooma, 100 kms NE of

Derby;
(e) Turee Creek, 100 kmns W of

Newman;
(f) Yeelirrie, 70 kmns SSW of Wiluna.

(3) Kintyre, Manyingee.
(4) Kintyre-exploratory drilling

Manyingee-assessment of trial sol-
ution mining.

(5) No ore is currently being treated.
Many commercial laboratories offer
uranium analysis.
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(6) Yellowcake slurry extracted at
Manyingee will remain on-site until
transportation to an approved lo-
cation interstate. Some concentrate re-
mains on-site at Mulga Rocks.

TAXES AND CHARGES

Fringe Benefit Tax: Government Payments

166. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Budget Management:

(1) Is the State Government going to pay
the fringe benefit tax on-

(a) public servants' cars and allow-
ances; and

(b) members of' Parliaments' cars and
allowances?

(2) If not, what changes does the Govern-
ment intend to make?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) (a) and (b) Yes, it is our legal obli-
gation to do so.

(2) Not applicable.

AMERICA'S CUP

Legislation: Applications

167. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
with special responsibility for the
America's Cup:

(1) How many applications has the Minis-
ter received under section 6 of the
Acts Amendment (America's Cup De-
fence and Special Events) Act since it
became law?

(2) Who were the applicants?

(3) How many have been granted?

(4) Who were the successful applicants?

(5) On what dates were the successful ap-
plications granted?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) to (5) Responsibility for section 6 of
the Acts Amendment (America's Cup
Defence and Special Events) Act 1985
is with the Minister for Racing and
Gaming. The question should more
appropriately be addressed to that
Minister.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Unemployment Benefits: Work for Payment

168. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Employment and Training:

Has there been any request or dis-
cussions between the Federal Govern-
ment and the State Government on
proposals, assistance, or ideas with re-
spect to the proposed scheme of work-
ing for unemployment benefits?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
No.

BILL OF RIGHTS
Portfolio: Effect

169. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Attorney
General:

What are the implications of the Fed-
eral Government's Bill of Rights legis-
lation, presently before the Senate, on
the portfolio responsibilities of the
Minister?

Hon. J. M. HERINSON replied:
The Australian Bill of Rights Bill 1985
is too complex a piece of legislation to
allow such generalised questions to be
dealt with satisfactorily.
If the member has any particular im-
plication in mind, he should specify it
to allow proper detailed consider-
ation.

BILL OF RIGHTS
Portfolio: Effect

171. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister
for Works and Services:

What are the implications of the Fed-
eral Government's Bill of Rights legis-
lation, presently before the Senate, on
the portfolio responsibilities of the
Minister?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The Australian Bill of Rights Bill 1985
is too complex a piece of legislation to
allow such generalised questions to be
dealt with satisfactorily.
If the member has any particular im-
plication in mind, he should specify it
to allow proper detailed consider-
ation.
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CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

Staff
174. Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Minister for

Community Services representing the
Minister for Conservation and Land
Management:

How many people were employed
with the Department of Conservation
and Land Management as at-
(a) 30OJune 1985, and
(b) 31 May 1986 in the regions of

(i) central forest;
(ii) southern forest;
(iii) south coast; and
(iv) northern forest?

Hon. KAY HALLAHAN replied:
I refer the member to the answer given
to question 73 which, while answered
by me on Thursday, 12 June, was
delayed due to the introduction of
new parliamentary question pro-
cedures in the Legislative Council. I
understand that the member is now in
possession of the answer to question
73.

ARTS
Mr Tony Jones: Appointment

175. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for The
Arts:
(1) Is Mr Tony Jones who has recently

been appointed to the board of the
Western Australian Art Gallery the
same individual who lectures at the
Claremont School of Art?

(2) Is Mr Jones a member of the Labor
Party arts committee?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what special qualities
does he bring to the board?

(4) On whose advice was he appointed to
the board?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) Mr Jones brings to the board his ex-

perience as a practising artist, his
long-standing knowledge of the West-
emn Australian arts community, his
well-known concern for providing
opportunities for the broader com-
munity's involvement with the arts,

and his commitment to the fostering
of contemporary Western Australian
art and artists as reflected in his work
as the chairman of Praxis-WA's con-
temporary arts space.

(4) Mr Jones is a widely and well
respected member of the arts com-
munity. I receive information from
various quarters of the arts com-
munity that Mr Jones would be an ap-
propriate and "progressive"
nomination for the WA Art Gallery
Board. Members of the WA Arts
Council and the Australian Council
have nominated Mr Jones for mem-
bership of various arts committees be-
sides that of the WA Art Gallery. The
appointment has been widely
welcomed in the visual arts com-
munity.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

PRISONER

Raymond Mickelberg: Classification
43. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister

for Prisons:
(1) I refer to the few words I had to say

during the adjournment debate last
night. Can the Minister inform the
House as to the position regarding the
reassessment of prisoner Raymond
Mickelberg in Fremantle Prison?

(2) Has the Minister investigated the al-
leged incident that I brought to the
attention of the House last night con-
cerning the disgraceful condition of
Mr Raymond Mickelberg's clothes on
his release from Fremantle Hospital to
return to Fremantle Prison some two
nights ago?

Hon. J. Mv. BERINSON replied:

(1) 1 confirm that Mr Raymond
Mickelberg's position was considered
on 18 June by a case conference at
Fremantle Prison. The members of
the case conference were unable to
reach agreement on his placement and
this resulted in a split decision which,
in accordance with the director's rules,
will result in the case being referred to
the review board for further consider-
ation. A decision by the review board
is subject to further appeal to the Di-
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rector of Prisons, depending on the
circumstances.

(2) 1 urge the member not to take alle-
gations put to him as necessarily
reflecting the full facts. On my advice
the position is as follows: The Super-
intendent of Fremantle Prison advises
that the officer assigned reports that
Mr Mickelberg received his clothing
from the prison reception room in the
normal manner prior to his departure
from the hospital. On opening the bag
containing the clothing it was evident
that the shint had some small blood-
stains on it. The trousers were not
stained with blood. Mr Mickelberg
then left the hospital dressed in
pyjamas and a dressing gown. During
the trip to the prison he changed into
trousers and retained the pyjamta top
and dressing gown. On entering the
prison Mr Mickelberg expressed a de-
sire to return to his cell and was ad-
vised that he was first required to be

cleared by medical stall. H-e was
conveyed to the prison infirmary and
the medical staff there also reported
that no blood was evident on his
clothing,

PRISONER

Raymond Mickelberg.- Review Board Decision

44. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister
for Prisons:

I thank the Minister for his answer.
He referred to the case being con-
sidered by the review board. When is
the review board expected to sit, and
how long will it take to make a de-
cision?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

I do not have precise details of this
nature with me, but the process is not
a lengthy one.
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